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of kis love, are to be led and  infrued <f 


them with a proper authority. 10 
II the parents experimentally ft the advantages 


of ſpiritual health in themſelves, then would wy I 
be concerned that the tender minds of their chi 


dren ſhould be properly cultivated with the know- 
ledge of the Lon p, and a fearful apprehenſion of 


traniprefling kis ſupreme commands. They would 
teach them to Took further than mere temporal 
accquiſitions; even to Go their Creator. They 
would bring them up in the nurture and fear of 
the Loxp; in order that their minds might be 
Filed from the ſtore · houſe and magazine of bound 
leſs good, and early enrich'd\ with the joys of 


Go»'s falvation: and this would naturally diffuſe 
the greateſt ſatisfaction to the parents themſelves, 


to ſee their children become the delight and or- 
naments of human nature, and fitted for a, glo- 
nous change! e cumpaꝶy of Angels, and the pi. 
rits of juſt men made perfect. The tics of. nature, 
and the ſtronger ties of gratitude to him who gave 5 
tze bleſſing, call aloud for teaching che tender 
minds of your children, to walk in the ſafe and 
delightful paths of virtue. With what ſatiefaQtion 
and compoſre of mind, ne _ ; 


oh; 
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A abled to anſwer the great Gon, upon his awful. i 


examination to this purpoſe; What have you; 
done with thoſe tender ſheep which I e. 


 * to your care in the wilderneſs? have you —— 5 


them up in ſafety? How will ſuch parents he 
ſupported by a conſeiouſneſs of having done their 
duty, in that ſolemn hour! They then may 


truly ſay, I have done my utmoſt within my, 


< contracted ſphere, within the narrow precin 5 
« of my allotment in life, to fill up my ſlated 
6 duty.” Ihen the ſupreme judge. will ſet at his 
right hand ſuch me and REN mall be Mas 


to him in glory. 


And I beſeech you parents; Py rainidvrs, 
(and I include myſelf) let us all ſay Amen, to this 
ſolemn care in our reſpective families; let us all 


diſchatge our ſeveral duties as men, hoping for 


the coming of our Lon p; who then wall fay unto 
us, * Well done, good and faithful fervants,” even 
in that hour when he ſhall come with terrors bs... 
make inquiſition for blood thro the various ranks, 5 
whether miniſters, elders, heads of families, even 


throughout the various claſſes of mankind. 


1 wiſh all parents and heads of Hiraiies would 
continually. walk, hand in hand with their ehil- 
dren and families, in the path which leadeth to 
life eternal; daily watching over, and improvi 


their riſing. Judgments, with the wiſdom : whic 


cometh from above; inſtructing and a 


them in the contemplation. of divine, things I pe 
ſuading them to believe, as the truth is, that the 


 things-of this world are all uncertain, and fadi 
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7 


RAIN 8 


2 in health; þ my: agel oe he. +> 

- Exerciſe yourſelves in this your preſent ſtate, 
differently from thoſe, whoſe Sentiele are * 
within the narrow limits of this world; cultivate, 
_ continually cultivate, the minds of your offspring: | 
endeavouring to raiſe in them a proper compre- 
henſion of the dignity of their natures, and to 
fix in them early, a ſteady belief of their immor- 
7 zality ; which is of the utmoſt importance to all 


The hearts of thoſe are 'unſound; who live-in 
a perpetual attachment to the pride of life, who. 
are contaminated with the love of the world, where- 
in their chief happineſs appears to he placed: bow 

Lan ſuck point out the way to the city of Go? 

| how can they ſay to their children, 4 Let us retreat 

4 from the world, from this ſcens of corruption; 

1 let us withdraw from the cares, the ſolicitudes 

« of life: let us aſcend to our appointed home: 
et us contem plate the joys of eternity: let * . 
« thing ſeparate us from that bleſſed hoff? 

- "How can parents thus addreſs' their children; 
| when they have, perhaps for à long courſe of 

years, ceaſed to conſider the awful i importance We 

the ſubject; and their own' minds continue fixed; _ 
and tied down to the fading enjoyments of life! 

Alas! that the folly and vanity of the uns : 

ous pleaſures of the world ſhould ſo entirely en- 
gage and engroſs the attention of any one — 2 
| £ individual, as to take e every moment Op 
- of their precious time: Hence 
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that your ſtedfaſt continuance will prove the meana 
of ſpreading ſpiritual healthiʒ in an eminent degree. 

For as, on the one hand; minds infected and 2 
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ſtand 'convicted in their own minds, of the want 


of ſpititual health; and are imploring the —_ 


of the GD of their ſalvation. 
Tk order te to your attaining it, let me call upon 


you again, the preſent riſing generation; whoſe 


ſtations in life may be likely to have ſome little 


continuance; be ever ſtedfaſt in the performance | 


of your religious duties, that you may become 


heirs of the kingdom; and have your portion, | 


with the children of God. 


It ſeems to me of the preateſt inpbrwnes in 


relation to the various affairs of life, to form 
aright the minds of youth; and therefore, I once 
more entreat every parent preſent, that you watch 
over, and carefully nouriſh every, ſeed of virtue 


ſpringing up in the minds of your children, for 


the ſake of their, and of your own, temporal 


welfare; as well as for the hope and aſſurance of 
both their, and your own, eternal happineſs. f 


And here, let me claſs every ſingle individual; 
as every ſingle individual is poſting on his way to 
an eternal ſtate of exiſtance-—and that they may 
be guided by infinite wiſdom, is my earneſt de- 
fire; and be at laſt reecived into glory! weleom d 
thither by their dear Redeemer: 


In this city he hath laid his hand upon one, 
1 upon another. He hath preſerved many from 


ollutions that too frequently reign in the 


an and hath mercifully induced ſome to look 


arty; into the law of liberty, into the counſel. of 


his will, who thereby learn the things which belong. 
to. their — At 


J am convinced chat the Lon p is at work 
amongſt the riſing generation; many of whom 
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Art tion in. health; my brother ?. Aa 
__ called from a ſtate; of darkneſs, into his, mar- 


vellous light; but obedient. to the call, entered. 


upon the road to eternal glory? Art thou r e 


my fellow pilgrim; 5 


A ſenſe of the want rof alle food: which 
CHRIST gives, is at leaſt N ſymptom of life! 


” 10 210 


2} believe it may. be ſaid concerning o ms: among 


you, as was ſaid formerly to Cu RIS H; Lord he 


whom thou loueſt. 15 Ack. bs T he decay of health 
in many, has been owing to. foul feeding ; 3 iq their 
daily feeding upon the ſpirit, maxims and man · 


ners of the world, upon exterior appearances, 


upon compara tive righteouſhels, upon a compa- 
rifon of their prefent, ich their former ſtate; 
whoſe minds are relaxed with the love and ſpirit of 


vanity. Some have relaxed into evil, and are now] 


become too much unacquainted with Go and his 


law; which; to holineſs, and to at only, -#hinexes 


happineſs. Many of theſe might hiave gbne on 
e of ſtrength to another; Rad _ 
not too much regarded the' things of time, and 
fed too greetlily' upon the' teinptatibns and eka 
ſures of this Life; not enough conſidering thut 
the diſeaſes and diſorders of the mind thus fed, 
muſt certainly at laſt bring death, even the death, 
tho” not diſſolution, of the ſoul. They might have 
been cloathed, if not with a perfect heart, yet 
with a certain degree of ſtrength; and be more 
and more advanced on their way to the regions of 


bliſs, 
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— 2 "bitch you, continue i In your love to the goſ; | 


"bf" Onzisr; that, day after day, you may 
feed on rhe holy ſacrifice; and on that eternal fruit 
with Which he nouriſhks the ſoul that hungers and 


thirſts after righteouſneſs. And, I cannot help, 


while I am ſpeaking, preſſing you in a more im- 


mediate manner, if poſſibhle, that, not relying on 


your own wiſdom, and your own ſtrength, but in 
a full dependence, and leaning upon the'breaſt of 


the beloyed IEsus, you all, page with a holy 


ſoundneſs, proceed in tie high way 10 "the city of 


k God: char you may be crowned! at or with glory, 
| honour, and immortality! oy 


1175 * in me (at leaſt) one eee of, a N 


golpel miniſter; even that of a. ſtrong, and ardent 


lors. wich viſheth, well to all mankind: and in 


+ © <7 


ſuch. a. Nate of perfect health, as L have been at 


this time enforcing to your ſerious conſideration 4 


may, it. ſpread thro eyery claſs; may you all in: 
creaſe in the ſtability of righteouſneſs, thro? this 5 
life; and may it carry you, into the boundleſs 

Joys of eternity, into that glorious city, not one 


22 * 
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N. B. The writer * not TY * in the morn- 


ing, nor at the immediate beg inning of this dife 
courſe ; but was aſſured, by "many preſent, that 
the RO had N but a little way. F 


The ſubject taken Ben * OBEY. of 


the unjuſt Rowing: VIZ. this queſtion, 


Ao much oweft thou unto ny Lord? © © 


U 
94 * 


May 19, in the aſternoon, 


"A v IN 01 in Uk morning We on our 
debts or obligations to Gov, for the abun- 


_ dant variety of temporal bleſlings received from 
him in truſt, for the good of eee & c. He 


proceeded thus. r Fre 40 


8 x 8 * 


+ If we are befides N it is unto Cod: 


| If we are ſober, it is for your ſakes." If, with the 


ſtrength of love, and a zealous Rivenicy: of mind, 
we labour in and for the church; and for the 


good of thoſe to whom we are ſent; if riſing early 


and lying down late; if being willing to ſpend 


and to be ſpent, difintereſtedly, without any lu- 
5 crative motive, or receiving any thing, but mere 
food, from thoſe 3 whom we labour; if 


| 353 miniſtring 
: Luke xvĩ. — 2 Cor, v. 13. 


miniſtry ; we have, {6 far, A valid claim to it. 


e preach not our ſelves, but Chrif Feſus the 
Lord; and ourſelves your ſervants for his ſake. 


F we are befides ourſelves, it is unto God. If 


we are ſober, it is for your ſakes. Having known 


the terrors of the Lord for fin; having experienced 


a gradual progreſſion from the pit of pollution, 
from the mire and clay; having, in ſome meaſure, 
rafted of the good word of life, and of the powers 
of the world to come, we apprehend we have autho- 
rity, more than any human laws or ordination of 


men can give us, to tell to others, what Gop 
hath done for our ſouls. I may proceed yet fur- 


ther with truth and ſincerity, having the ſanction 
of him, who is the ſearcher of hearts; Þ for the 
love of Chriſt conftraineth us. The foundation of 
the goſpe] miniſtry is this eee love of 
On RIST. 


We enter not into uw miniſterial office, _ 
any application of this ſort, viz. Hut me (I 


pray thee) into one of the prieſt's offices, that I may 
eat a piece of bread. We think higher of the goſ- 
pel miniſtry; ſo that no temporary emolument 
can poſſibly be an adequate inducement to us, to 
enter upon it; for the love of Chriſt conftraineth. us. 


We ſpeak with reverence and a feeling heart; and 


vue believe the Chriſtian religion will never flouriſh, 
in its full perfection and excellency, till their be- 
ing thus Fonfirained, becomes the caſe of all that 
take 


2 Cor. iv. 5.— 12 Cor. v. — 1 Sam. ii. 35. 


miniſtring to our own wants, and to the wants of 
others, carry any kind of evidence to the conſi- | 
derate and prudent mind, of a diſintereſted goſpel 


A, =. oe th i had 3 


dead to life. 


K 


take the name of aue in their mouths in a pub- 


| lic manner. * The love of Chriſt conſtrainethi us; 
| becauſe we thus judge, that if one died for all, then 


were all dead. And that he died for all, that they 
which live, ſhould not henceforth live to themſelves, 


but to him that died for them and roſe again. 


This expreſſion ſeems to me, if properly conſt- 
dered, to caſt no inconſiderable light u n the 
propriety of that query applied to us, viz. How 
much oweſt thou unto my Lord? which I cannot 
yet relinquiſh ; thoꝰ fome may think I dwell upon 


= it too long. The love of Chriſt conſtr aintth us, * 


canſe if one died for all, then were all dead. 1 


look upon this as a fundamental part of the chrif- 


tian faith; and that life and immortality have been 


brought tb light by the goſpel. We were all dead; 
we have all partaken of guilt: we have all been 


in a ſtate of eſtrangement from the covenant of 


Gop: we have all become, more or leſs, + aliens 
to the commonwealth of Iſrael. 


In this ſtate of death the voice of Gon 3 
been ſignally extended unto mankind. I have 


ſometimes conſidered with great attention, his de- 


claration, 9 O! death, 1 will be thy plagues; and 
it hath made a deep impreſſion upon my mind. 


This declaration of the moſt high Gop, hath been 
amply verified in the experience of all, who have 


been quickened into a life of piety. 2 bath. 
been the reſurrection and the life to all ſuch. Tho? 
death hath come upon all, we are not all included 


under death; ſo as to be left without the quick-- 


ening vivifying power that is offered to raiſe tha, 


22 cor. v. 14.— Epheſ. ii, 12 Hol. xiii. 14. : 
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Fe dead have heard the voice of the Son of God! 
* and have been raiſed again to life. I cannot 
think but it has been the experience of divers; 
within the audience of my voice, who know the 


certainty of this important truth, tho? others 
may reflect upon me, as being beſide myſelf; yet, 


if ſo, I may ſay with the apoſtle, it is unto God. 


But I would gladly ſpeak intelligibly to the ſoul 


that is on its way to the regions of immortality; 


for if we are ſober, it 55 for your ſakes. I would 


aſk whether a ſecret ſomething hath nor often vi- 
ſited your ſouls, an unſpeakable ſomething, often 
ſecretly and immediately attended, that hath en- 


gaged you to ſend up heavenly. and earneſt wiſhes 


and raiſed in your minds ſtrong aſpirations, or 
breathings after Gop? when we are told that 
+ the whole creation. groaneth together in bondage 
until now, we have no doubt of its being relative 
and applicable to the preſent times, or ſuch times 
of longing after Gop, to be delivered by him. 
$ The Lord from heaven is the quickening ſpirit. An 


_ Expreſſion of want, from a real ſenſe of it, is an 
evidence of life ; or being raiſed by him, from a 


ſtate of death. We have not been left in a dead 
ſtate; this prediction hath been verified, O! death 


1 will be thy plagues. He hath brought the firſt | 


evidence of life, which is a ſenſe of want. The 
_ ſpiritually dead, have received it; and it hath 
been of his pure mercy, that he hath followed us 
from time to time, hath met us, as it were, in a 


narrow place, with inſtructions and reproofs, and 


ſecretly raiſed up in us the hidden life of his own 


divine wiſdom; he hath cauſed the animating and 


warming 
* John 26. nf Rom. vi. 21, 22,4 1 Cor. xv. 45) 47 · 


doe, ja ua ©, as 


Sa ame. Lat os 


than the blood of goats and lambs; or any other 
| D 


| (ing) 


warming beams of the fun of righteouſneſs to break 


forth. And yet, more, the word which called La- 


| Zarus out of the grave, hath already, in a good 


degree, raiſed ſome of us to life, even. life eternal ! 
hence * death is fwallowed up in victory 


And therefore the love of Chrift tonftraineth us, 
dan he hath proved © the plagues of our death.” 
He not only died, but the immediate manifeſtation 
of his quickening ſpirit had led captiuity captive, 
that we, by him, may triumph over the united 


powers of darkneſs. 


We follow not formally but we . in, and 
are convinced, fully convinced, of the doctrines 
of the chriſtian religion, the incarnation, glory, 


life, death, mighty miracles, and various eircum- 


ſtances, relative to the holy life of Jesus, Þ as 
in the volume of the book it is ritten; and can, in 
an awful and reverent ſenſe, commemorate thoſe 
vaſt and moſt intereſting events. 


We admire, with humble hearts and minds, the 
awful tranſactions of that time, when ſweat, like 
drops of blood, ran from the face of the holy 


J sus! when, being in an agony, he prayed more 
earneſtly! when he was betrayed, his ſacred head 
_ crowned with thorns! his face ſpit upon! he was 
moſt 1gnominiouſly treated, and (as a ſheep be- 

fore her ſbearers is dumb, he complained ooo 


We behold him, in his agonies on Calvary 
Mount, offering himſelf as a ſacrifice for the ſins 
of the whole world; that he might purify us, by 
the ſnedding of his precious blood! more precious 


that 
71 Cor. xv. 54.— Heb. x. 7.—0 Ia. lit; 7. 


| 1 

« 26 * 
that was med under the law. We believe in ks - 
amazing mercy, in offering himſelf there; When, 
loader! with the immenſe weight of the ſins of 
mankind, and the immediate ſenſe of the father's 
preſence withdrawn, he was left to ſuffer alone; 


under this extreme preſſure crying out, Eloi, Eloi, 
lama ſabactſiani] was crucified ! dead! and buried. 


Here pauſe a little, beſeech you —Hontem, 
plate the adorable theme! acknowledge, O man! 
that unbounded gratitude, which is ever due 3 
\thee: O!. my ſoul, ow much thou oweft unto thy 
Lord! 

1 hw we have Soo fiamaciend, : as disbeliev- 


ing the truths of the Chriſtian religion. However, 
I call the divine record, the Sa viou of the world; 


that was offered a ſacrifice without the Gate of 


Jeruſalem, to witneſs for my belief, that he was 
ſent, from God, to do the father's will: and I do, 
without controverſy, believe that he was * God 
manife eſt in the fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit, believed 
en in the world, and received up into glory. We 
do not at all doubt that + God was in Chriſt recon- 


ciling the world unto himſelf. ꝙ That Chriſt gave 


himſelf a ranſom for all, to be teſtified in due Hime; 
What with his firipes e are healed... © 


By victue of that holy ſacrifice the remiſſion of 
e is gained; the awakening power of that ſen- 
tence which is due to fin is felt in a ſtate of alien- 
ation from God; and as we believe, that if one 
died for all, then were all dead; fo, we believe thar 
he was crucified, dead, and buried, likewife tri- 
umphed over the grave, and now fitteth at the 
| Wo riet 
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right hind of God, in a glorified body, to 5 
interceſſion for man, in order that he might ef- 
fectually purchaſe and redeem to himſelf, a peo- 
ple to the praiſe of his name; and diffuſe through- 
out his univerſal empire, a ſimilarity of opinion 
and nature, ariſing from the experience of. his 
univerſal redeeming love. 


I am no Arian, far from ite] believe in the 
clear emphatic teſtimonies laid down in holy writ, 
that Cyz1sT was more than a prophet, I repeat 
my belief that he ſuffered, died, aſcended, and is 
now come the ſecond lime without fin, to ſalvation; 
in order to reconcile the world to himſelf, I know 
many are willing to admit that he died for all, as, 
all were in a ſtate of death; and that by the impu- 
tation of his righteouſneſs, all are juſtified in the 
ſight of Gop. Whereas I think it more juſt to 
proceed in the language of the holy inſpired apoſtle; 
that they which live, ſhould not henceforth live to 
themſelves; but to him who died for them, and raſt 
again; that there may be an effectual redemption, 
a thorough change; not the imputation of righte- 
 ouſneſs, without works ; but a neal ſubſtantial righ», 
teouſneſs in the heart and life; which may ope- 
rate upon, and regulate the mind and will, and 
lead us to a conformity to his divine nature: 

not a righteouſneſs imputed to us from what 
Cu Rist did and ſuffered without us: but a righ- 
teouſneſs raiſed by him within us; thro” our ſur- 
rendering ourſelves to his government, and yield- 

ing entire ſubmiſſion to his 8 refining 


power. | | 
| D 2 | However 


_ #* Heb. ix. 28. 
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However this doctrine may reliſh with be 1. 


am convinced he died for all, that all ſhould be 
ſaved; that, thro' him, we might be juſtified in 
the ſight of Gop; that we might put on te Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, with all his divine affettrons, Pres 


* The whole creation of God groaneth together, S © 


to be cloathed upon with a houſe from heaven; not 
an imaginary houſe, and an imaginary righteouſ- 
neſs; but, to be cloathed upon with the grace of 
compleat ſalvation; to put on the Loa D IESsus 


CnxisT; having firſt put off the old man, with 


all his works, and with all his corrupt wiſdom, or 
knowledge: which puffeth Ps inftca@- of that 
charity which edifietn. 


Chrift is made unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs 


9 and Redemption. 


In remembring therefore that he ied for * 
let us conſider what follows: that henceforth, we 


Hould not live to ourſelves. I am crucified with 


Chrift, ſays one of the apoſtles, as a private perſon: 


and it ſhould or ought to be the language in truth 
of each individual, thro? all ſucceeding ages. Nez 
vertheleſs, I live; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me. 


He is become my righteopſneſs; not by imputation 
only but he actually liveth in me; and the life 
which I now live, is by the faith of the Son of 
Gop. I think I may now ſay, |{et us preſs for- 
ward toward the mark of the prize f the high 
calling of God. Let us be crucified with CRS; 
erucified to the world, and the world to us. 


O! my friends, for ſuch I term you in the 


courſe 


Rom. vüi. 22.—f 2 Cor. v. 2.—9 Gal. ii. 20.— Phil i 14. | | 


(» F 
courſe of that univerſal love, which mba forth 
to the whole human race, which floweth from him 
who hath thus wrought for me, and brought life 
and immortality to light in my ſoul. Is any one of 
you deſirous of being informed, how muck 'oweft 
thou unto my Lord lay hold on his offers of re- 
demprion ; live in his fear, in fellowſhip with him, 
in communion with the church of the firſt born, whoſe 
names are written in heaven ſo will you far better 
know than any one on earth can ever inform you. 


| Examine the riſing ſuggeitions of your own 
minds ; you are not formed to live merely to:your- 
ſelves, merely within the contracted bounds of 
human privileges, in the narrow limits of morta- 
lity. Conſider the dignity of your nature; I | 
are formed for the molt glorious purpoſes. 


I carneſtly wiſh the riſing youth would lay: theſe 
things ſeriouſly to heart, and often meditate upon 
them, as one formerly did ; who thus expreſſes 

himſelf, * while I was muſing the fire burned. My 

heart was hot within me; then [pake I with 5. 
tongue, Lord] make me to know my end, and the 
| meaſure of my days, what it is, that I may know 
how frail I am. That they would contemplate 
the great deſign of providence, with regard to 
their immortality, . which would leſſen their eſteem 
of the unſubſtantial joys of time, and engage them 
to purſue thoſe which are un/peakable and full of 

glory for ever. While I was muſing the fire burned. 


Continue this muſi ing, this ſtate of meditation; 
prize the invitations of the ſpirit of CRIST, 
macifally extended to your immortal ſpirits; and 

- let 


* Pſal, xxxix 3, 4. 


let your minds mount jane remember your 5 
pious predeceſſors, now perhaps in glory; and 
their connections in the world of ſpirits: like- 
wiſe put this queſtion to yourſelves, upon every ſe- 


rious occaſion, How much oweft thou unto my Lord? 
I am fully convinced were the chriſtian world in 


general to leave out exterior ceremonies, and enter 


more into this inward meditation, their minds 


would be more largely repleniſhed with divine 
fruits; and thoſe who are entering as it were up- 


on the wilderneſs of this world, would then partake 
of the advantage. O! that we ** all live in 
he beauty of holineſs; 


My heart was hot within me; then ks I with. 


my tongue A neceſſary preparation for a preach- 
er! Abel's offering, on account of ſuch a prepa- 
ration, was more acceptable to God than hits brothers. 


Then ſpake I with my tongue. O! riſing gene: 


ration, what you ſpeak with your tongues, let it be 


from the ſame good ſource of hearts divinely pre- 


pared; ſince on the other hand for every idle word 


that men ſpeak, they muſt give an account in the 
day of Judgment. As you often ſpeak with your 
tongues, fervently deſire that the facred faculties 
of the mind may be fitted for divine meditations, 
and the tongue to publiſh for the honour of Gop 
and benefit of others, what you have been taught 
by him: ſo will you never admit or utter any thing 
contrary to the divinity of Onxisr Jxsus your 
Loxp. | N 


may dwell upon your minds, who are the hope F 


the 


K * ae at a6 


Lord, let me know mine 1 O that this ſoung | 


13 1 
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ſa 


1 


ne 


truſt and care of the cauſe of Gop muſt, in a lit- 
- = time, neceſſarily devolve; that you may. come 
to the knowledge of the meaſure of your days. I 
think, without violence to the text, you may learn 
from it that you are deſtined for immortality: 
but the love of worldly things is too apt to engage 
the attention of that immortal part, the ſoul; . 
which occaſions, to many, the want of their 
knowing the great and glorious end for which theß 
were formed, à little lower than the angels, and 
intended to be crown'd with glory and honaur. 


Lord! let me know my end and 1 meaſure 7 my 
days 


I tremble methinks upon the brink of eternity! 
and ſo, with a little proper reflection, you might 
ſay all; the aged, the middle aged, and the youth. 
----The end of all things is at hand: flatter not 
yourſelves therefore with length of days, and a 
long proſperity of worldly poſſeſſions ; ſuffer me 
to beſeech you for the ſake of your immortal ſouls. 


What do I owe to my Cod? il at do I not owe 
him ?--—He hath ſnatched me as a brand out of 
the fire; and I would not, tho” to gain the world, 

tread back again in the path of folly. _ 


1 know it by experience, and therefore 1 would 
perſuade you, not to turn aſide from the God of 
your falvation; but to acknowledge the infinite 
debt you owe him, and to pay him 1 n 
ohen adoration and praiſe. | | 


Our ſins have been great, and our tranſgrefft ions 
ne ver could have been obliterated, had not CHRIST 
done 


5 | the next; generation! upon whom the weighty | 5 


= 


( 4a 3. 


done it for us; let us therefore no longer 'dwell 


upon the-rock of preſumption with Satan, who hath 


been a har from the beginning; but let us rather 


deſcend into the valley of humility and peace, and 
fetthe accounts with the Gop of our lives, from 
whom I had ſtrayed to that degree that my life 
became a burden to me, and 1 have wiſhed that I 
had never been born; but. CnrrsT, who was 4 

friend to publicans and finners, is now become the 


rock of my ſalvation ! he hath cauſed me to truſt 
in him, and to ſeck the Loxy my Gop. The 


debt J owe is infinite, J deſire ever to aeknow- 


ledpe it with all poſſible gratitude; and to do my 
utmoſt towards the lh of it, while I have 


my being. 


If there is a ſoul within the 8 of my 


voice which (upon this awful query) How much 


ere, thou unto my Lord? is ready to apprehend, 
that it owes too much ever to hope for a diſcharge, 


or freedom. from the heavy load of debt it has 
contracted; I have a little to ſay to ſuch, even 
from my own experience : thy tranſgreſſions do 


not exceed the bounds. of his mercy; he till 


careth for thee, with an inexpreſſible fatherly care 
and tenderneſs. Even when his afflictions are up- 
on thee, they are intended for thy good. The 


bruiſed reed he will not break, the ſmoaking flax he 


will not quench. The more any of you ſee your | 


real ftate, the more you remember_the favours 


you have peceived, and: feel the burden of your - 
injuſtice and ingratitude; the more readily will 


he meet the penitent diſpoſition of your minds. 


I have no manner of doubt but he, who/e work 


is ſalvation who came into the world purely and 


purpoſely 


„ „ 


purpoſely" td Jade finners, will entry 


you to the Father, and make vou everla 
ſtances and monuments” of his infiprtte merey. 


rr e Pw 


1 vill pey. There is a 


( 33 F 

ele own 
work, and as you wholly refigh yourſelves to his 
forming han, will purify your hearts, rechte 


Lift up therefore'thy head in hope, whotvet-thou 


art, in this: humbled Penitenf Nate; for v Hal ba- 
tion draws bil. Thou oweſt abundance to, thy 
Lox»; and there is an abundanee which thou canſt 
never pay: but there is the good Samaritan, euer 
ready to do for thee, 28 for him, who going from 
Jeruſalem tu Jericho, fell: among robbert hy hm 
he was wounded ; and to ſay, ſale care af him, and 
glorious ſound frem the 
great and good friend or publiaans and ſnners; he 
is ready to ſay to thee who art in this penitent ſtate 
before him, Take thy bill and write down fifty. He 
will * blot out thy fins as 4 cloud, and thy tranſare 
foons as a thick c aud. 1 


02 fin | ** 
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1 -cannot..but: remember with 3 e 


and warm emction of heart, the day that anxiety 


(in the view of my condition) ſeized me; and 
how his merey . me from it. He mage. my 


_ foul feel his compaſſion, and in the depth of gra- 


titude thankfully to adore him. And ran of : 


ten ſeel a tenderneſs of mind toward thoſe, who 


are weary. of vanity, and heayy laden with, a. ſenſe | 
of their manifold tranſgreſſions... I beſeech ſuch, 
by the mercy ef Gon, that they would, fly. to him 
in their anguiſh, of mind; for it is he, and he alone 


| Aue en ob the. ſigner :- though your 


e 
| | 15. liv; 22 


; 


3 


unrighteouſneſs 3 5s it is not in any es 


gree of proportion, to his infinite mercy. Again, ſuch 2 
among you to whom I have ſpoke, who. delight to, 


dwell. in the path of temptation, wherein. you have 


too long continued; I warn you to hi that 
you are in the road, to deſtruction. N 


I would not give up} — ® n my sens 


to ſeek a place of repentunte with tears; and not to. 


find it. O my ſoul! for ever acknowledge how 
much. thou oweſt unto thy Lox D! Let none ſay 


ne hath bleſſed me variouſſy, and in ſome future £ 
* time I will awake my ſoul to gratitude, I have 


no ſomething elſe to de;“ like him ED, when 
an apoffle f reaſoned of righteouſneſs, temperance 
and jidgment to rome, replied go thy" way for this 
timt; "when 1 laue a oma . i e e 
Mes. nn ud Ute nad etlirt eren 


The like aaa tion continues to ) prevail in in too 
many: and this ſeems to be the language of their 
hearts, Go thy way khis time; call upon me 
en F have lived to myſelf, and anſwered my 


r own- purpoſes a little longer: viſit me at ſome 


e diſtant time hence.“ Oh! rather to-day, while it 
is calted to- day. = Harden not thy heart + do not de- 
fer thy repentance a moment; thou knoweſt not 
What a moment may produce. Confider thy repeat- 


ed tranſgreſſions ; thy multiplied offences againſt | 


Gor: heap not up wrath againſt the day of wrath: 


ſwell not the dreadful account. Thou haſt hither- 

to trampled upon the goednefs and the mereies of 
the Gop that made thee; venture not on preſump- 
tion and delay. Time is uncertain: Immortality 


I beſeeck _ 


is at hand. 


* Heb. xii. 76, 17.— Acts xxiv. 25. 
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1 ben you ; rherefite my friends at the pre- 


| | Gr time, that you will lay to heart the neceſſity 


of your making up this great account: delay it 
not to the decline of life. Many are on the brink 
of the grave! reflect upon your extreme danger 
think not of crowding the account of your re- 
pentance into your laſt hour of life! You will find 
it extremely difficult to labour under the infirmities 


of the body, upon a death-bed, without a reaſon- 
able ground of hope: all the offers of mercy. 
having been long continued, and often repentnds 


yet by you as long ſlighted, and as often rej 


what then will diſcharge you from that dreadful - 


account! I wiſh it may never be the caſe of any 


within the audience of my voice. Let us all im- 


mediately ponder, rightly conſider, and ſeriouſly, 


improve this conſideration, How much owe. thow 
aufe Ka ne - | | 
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do approach thy preſenoe, O Father! 
winger in heaven : and with the voice of thankf- 
giving and holy praiſe, to offer the en thats i 
ue: to 'Thee alone! Le : | 10 2111 


In, a commemoration of thy mercy, hy mw 
nite mercy ! we are awfully bowed before thee, as 
at thy ſacred foot- ſtool; in the deepeſt reverence 
and qhankfulneſs, for the ſtretching forth ® of the 
rod and the flaff, which thou haſt been Pleaſed to 
bleſs, as the means of our furtherance'; | the . 
of life and ſalvation. * 


Tho' humbled in duſt, in the ſenſe of our un- 
worthineſs, we are, nevertheleſs, encouraged to 
breathe unto Thee; to make mention of thy name, 
with joy of heart: we adore that goodneſs, which 
111 hath put it into our hearts to ſeek, ſerve and fear 
= - Thee; and to turn to the place where f prayer is 
111 wont to be made. | 


Thou haſt loved us before we loved Thee: thy 
love, O LoxD! hath not been after the manner of 
men: Thou haſt called us, when we were enemies; 
and haſt reconciled tranſgreſſors to thyſelf. Thou 
haſt followed us in the day of our revolting; and 


when we were ſtraying in the wilderneſs, as a moſt O 
gracious and tender ſhepherd Thou didſt lay thy no 
hand on us, not — with judgment, but with Yo 


mercy z + 
* Plal. xxiti. g.—Þ Acts xvi. 13. 


FN. 


nor Alumbereſt by night: 
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mercy; and haſt brought us home again unto chy 


1 flock, and thy fold, and forgiven. us our. an 
ed tranlgreſſions. Dk Sheik & 


Our devidtions from thy bey Nadia qld 


been puniſhed with inexorable juſtice; but thy con- 


duct toward us has been eloathed with unſpeakable 
compaſſion... O] Thou everlaſting ſhepherd, and 
biſhop of our ſouls | who» haſt looked upon us, 
when weltering as in our blood, and by thy divine 


power haſt healed us. Thon, that art the phyſi- 


cian of our ſouls, haſt cared for us, when the 


and ſurrounded with the woes of unutterable dif- 


treſs : when thick clouds covered us, Thou in 


. thy abundant love * bowed the heavens: aud: came 


down to our help, and all the darkneſs was put un- 
der thy Feet ! Thou haſt made the clouds thy cha- 
riot, and walked upon the wings F wind, for our 


deliverance; when our iniquities, like floods, roſe 


high, and appeared unto us like to ſwallow us up 
in everlaſting confuſion! O! adorable wondeſcen- 
ſion! We have no language to expreſs thy mercy, 
and the boundleſs obligations we lie under to thy 


Majeſty ! who haſt thus, in the times of unſpeak- 


able anxiety, vouchſafed to appear for us: and 
even when we have wandered from the counſel of 
thy will, and trod in the path of the wicked, / 
Thou ſeuteft forth thy light and thy truth,” and did 


lead us back to thy holy hall. 


We acknowledge all theſe bleſſ ings 1 to thy praiſe, 
O !: ſhepherd of {/rael./ who lee not „ 15 


2 pfal. xvii. 9.— Pfal. xliii. 3 1 1 a 2 
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To thee we owe all our flelirics, and all that is 


within us; and let them all, we pray Thee, be con- 


ſecrated to thy honour: we beſeech that all our . 


eps may be directed to Thee; and more and 


more to thy ſervice. For; Father of infinite kind- 
neſs: it hath pleaſed Thee to rank us among thy 
children; to make our dwelling with thy light; dur 


habitation with the lifting up f the miles of” _ 
countenance: and to remove every obſtacle: to 


perfect communion with Thee: the power is in thy ö 


hands; ſanctify us thoroughly to this end; write 
the inſcription of holy and heavenly characters 
upon our hearts; and, Oh! grant that we may 
till be preſerved, thro" every trial and probation, 
to a peaceable admiſſion into thy nne 4 


Blot out all our tranſgreſſions! forgive us freely 
for thy dear Son's ſake! remember 1 the midſt 
of thy mercy! deliver us, we pray Thee, as thou 


D haſt graciouſly hitherto done, like a tender Father. 
Grant we may never forget thy counſel; ſooner 


cut the thread of our ee and nee ag; to 
* ſilent grave! | of ate 


May we follow Thee, with our whele Watt 
ſubmit to the patient reſignation of our all, for 


thy dear ſervice; and keep us to a happy conclus 
fion in thy favour ! it is all we aſk, and beg at thy 


hand: with regard to outward circumſtances, thy 


IF, 


will be done! we nen no other YR ES ta 


offer. 


from a militant ſtate here, we may paſs to a tri- 
umphant one, in thy everlaſting kingdom 


> N 


Preſerve us, as in the below of thy MOT that 


55 39 ö 
0 Lozp,! have mercy on thy people, and thy 
children, when they ſpread their hands. towards 
thy holy habitation. Cloath them with the ſpirit 
of grace and ſupplication. , Excite them to fly to 


| Thee, their only rock and refuge; and to thy 


name, that i is an impregoable defence; where the 
righteous, in all ages, have ever found. latety! 


Wh pc whe are f 79 and EF I 
We pray Thee, let 


% #i,% # © 


then that . a may = Thee; that a OE anx- 
icty of mind may take place, in order to a reſt 
in the day of trouble; and that when the various 
trials And troubles of time are ober, they having 


thys* thy abundant goedneſs and ſure ſupport, | 


fong ht ie god | fight; avid kept the fan, may be 


received hy thee, and be crowned withi glory and 
ieee in thy everlaſting kingdom! . 


Oh tkou that art fairer than the ſons of . 
Fade flows from thy lips; Thon hHeholdeſt us 


when tempted, and ſpeaks to our ſtates with all 


the language of tenderneſs. Father of mercy! 
grant that innumerable multitudes may reſort to 


thy temple, that ſacred : houſe, which thou haſt | 


erected to thy honour and ſervice. May the poor, 
the ſick, the maimed, the blind and the naked, 5 
inſpired by Thee with holy confidence, look to- 
wards Sion; and be cloathed by Thee, with the 
wedding e ; with the righteouſneſs of mr 


dear Sav rouk! : 


o” - N . : 
'Th 
1 N 
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Thus gracious Gop! we are divinely euepu · 
raged to ſupplicate thy name, on the hehalf of the 
church militant, wherever ſcattered; that it may 
flouriſh in peace and ſtability ; that, not only in 
part, but in the whole luſtre of meridian bright- 
neſs and L they 181A corpilicitioraes 254 
—_— CRY” e 

Inn an humble ſenſe of thy mercy f goodneſ 

to the workmanſhip of thy hands, 1 HA "Thee, 
that thou haſt been pleaſed ſo abundantly to mani- 
feſt thy loving Fa and favour, in and | 


amongſt us. + TH "Sits 
$5 > 44 18717 Hits 


We proſtrate — 1 the throne of thy 
Majeſty and grace! we would offer to, Thee an 
humble grateful ſacrifice; af thankſgiving and 
praiſe, dominion, and every excellent attribute! 
for we know that we have nothing but. from Nie 


bounty, who art the ock ol our ſalyation! 


To Thee, Father of infinite mercy! fo 2 
multitude of thy mercies, in Je$vs: CRI T 
. Loan! To Thee, the author of every bleſſ- 

with the Son of thy boſom; our Lon Y and 
. Jssvs CnrisT; the Lamb immaculate 
thro? the eternal ſpir it, be all praiſe nr, N 
. n for e evermore. 7 2. 147 
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ADVERTISEMENT. | 
IHE general encouragement given to the 
5 Two Diſcourſes and a Prayer, publickly de- 
livered at the Quaker's yearly meeting in Briſtol; 
the encomiumis paſſed upon them, in the Critickl 
and Monthly Reviews; which are the moſt ap- 
proved, if hot the only public teſtimoniĩes given of 
the value * work, offered to the conſideration 
of the public from the preſs; and the many co- 
pies beſpoke of the following Sermons, &c. alrea- 
dy taken notiee of in a preface to te diſcourſes ; 
are the real motives which have occaſioned the 
ation of theſe, literally taken down as they 
owed from the lips of the ſame eminent Fresch. er: 
And that they may become equally acceptable to 
Readers of every Perſuaſion; and tend to the ge 
neral-promotion of true religion and virtue, is the 
l ns 
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Mitre: frequently thought, and he eel 
hath been confirmed from my own obſerva- 


So and experience, that a great and excellent 


point would be gained, highly condutide to the 
advantage of mankind, did they generally, tho 


from no ſurer guide than tradition, ſubſcribe with 


heart and mind, to ge certain truth B 
in holy Writ. | 


4 T Verily, there is 2 1 800 for the righteous; 
6 Verily he is a God, that judgeth i in the garth; 


As fuch' a perſuaſion, from whatever ground 
it ariſes, naturally tends to influence the conduct 
to avoid evil, and to purſue that which is good; 
and with regard to many, it hath proved : a ſtep 


to their nearer acquaintance with  Gop, who is 
| the only ſure. yours to true happineſs. 


Indeed 1 ſcarce think there can bas: many,” if 1 
there. be any, who are hardy enough to deny the 
exiſtence of the ſupreme Being ; but believe on 

e contrary, that many, thro' the diyine favour 


enlightened to ſee their duty, and aſſiſted to diſ: 
charge it; do, in conſequence of theſe favours, 
contemplate, with ſatisfaction inexpreſſible, theſe 


gtributes of the moſt high wan here mentioned 


by 
150 Pal. will. 1 I 
. | 


CW} 


the Pſalmiſt : and could I be induced * think 


„ CR 


t 25 any part of mankind had ſwerved from their 


duty, for want of a firm conviction of thoſe his 


attributes, as relative to his creatures; and of the 


dertainty, that there Is feally a Go Who jutdg- 
eth the earth: I ſay, could 1 believe their minds 


were deſtitute of this animating and enlivening 
proſpect of his power, omniſcience, and good- 


neſs, in his ſuperintendant care, and preſent 


judging the earth, I ſhould deem ſuch hut a very 


| little removed, if any, from the ſtate of the Athe- | 


nians, upon, whoſe altars the bat TY 
vered an Apen, 


& * 


* 6 To the unknown God. 28 


DAY a language that was ſpoken 3 hath 


been too much adopted by ſucceeding generations; 
numbers of whom have been like thoſe men of 
Jerufalem, who faid, “ the Lord will 4i6t do 


& good, neither will he do evil.” Many (feduced 


by the grand deceiver and his agents) have en- 


deavoured to eſtrange and withdraw themſelves 
from the arbitrator of the whole earth · they have 

Hence grown dark in their imaginations, and in 
like manner thus reaſoned. with themſelves, * He 


© will do us no good, why therefore ſhould we 
© ſeek him?” he will do us no harm, why 'fhould 
* we fear him?” This, we may juſtly look upon, 


as the moſt unhappy ſediraivh of mind! as it 
miſleads to 'the uttnoſt -Uiftihce (without timely 


recovery) from that ſtate of dbedience, in which 
ve are only capable of happinefs, thro' the fa- 


vourable notice of our father who is in heaven. | 
But 


Acts xvii. 23. n _ i. 12. 


* 


2 world: and indeed it ſoems like the lam 


660 

But we may juſtly conelude, that ſuch impiety 
paſſed not the attention of -an-all-feeing God, in- 
asmuch as he replyed, I will puniſh thoſe men 
of Jeruſalem, who have ſaid, The Lord doeth 


+ us no good, why ſhould we ſeek him? he will 


not do us any harm, why ſhould we fear him? 


"I. certainty af his ſuperintendency, hath | 
continued to be the happineſs of all the wiſe and 


good in all ages; and it is theſe, and only theſe, 


that diſcern wherein true happineſs conſiſts. Hence 


hath it become, and ſtill remains, an eſtabliſhed 


glorious truth, accompanied with, and n 
ed by, the voice of all generations. olg 2. 


Under this head in particular, a Pente or 


Prayer that was put up to him who hath created 
the earth, and aſſigned a reward to the righteous, 
by Agur the ſon of Jaketh, hath appeared to my 
mind, as neceſſary at this day to be adopted by 


every individual, who is deſirous of living to the 


beſt, wiſeſt and happick purpoſe of lies without _ 


which they had better: never have lived: And 1 
cannot but recommend it. moſt particularly to 
You, the riſing generation, whoſe minds I truſt 


are at times fuſcepriblo of proper impreſſions, who 


are not become 1laves to the vanity and loſts of 


of one that is entring upon the ſtage of. Me: * 
+ Two things have required of | thee; deny me 
them mot before I die] Remove far from me 


vanity and lies; give me neither Poverty 8 


riches; feed. me with food convenient for me; 
«leſt I be full and deny thee, and ſay, Who. is 
© the Lon pd? or leſt 1 be poor, and ſteal, 'and 
ce take the name of my Gov in vain! * The 

. | > Prov: XXX, 7, 8, 1 


(46 ) 


The ſubſtance of this memorable: requiſition 
hath appeared to my mind, during the'courſe of 


a long ſeries of obſervations of men, and times; 


with regard to its import in point of religion, 


virtue, the love and peace of Gop; as including 
indeed, all that is good and neceſſary for our ſafe 
conduct and ſupport thro! this life, to that com- 
pletion of happineſs, propoſed as the JO re. 
ward of the Tighteous. 1 


But how will ſome be abie 1 to debe a pen 


tion to a power in whom, alas! they have no truſt? 


who would gladly be poſſeſt of, and are much 


better pleaſed with, ſharing a crown of wicked 


proſperity, in this world, than with the proſpect of 
a crown of pure and perfect eher. in a ny 
of endleſs futurity. _ 


O that parents woull timely ind tigilamiy. ex ex- 
ert themſelves to raiſe early impreſſions i in the ten: 
der minds of their children, in order to fix deep- 
ly the chriſtian doctrine, with all its glorious con- 
ſequences; firmly perſuading and convincing 
them, that they are under the immediate notice 


of that Being, who is ever unſpeakably good, and 


h gracious ; and informing them, that he is cloath- 
ed with every awful, reverential attribute; as be. 
ing perfectly wiſe, powerful and good, yet ſtrict- 
ly juſt; that he is the maker of us all; and that 
he delights to be called upon, by us, with the ten- 
der and: endearing Nun of, 1 "on WEE 
* whoartin heaven,” ohh 


- Wherefore, 1 u under the "008 and reverent. ſenſe | 


of the certainty of his continual preſence and 


providence, let us be ever careful, ever earneſtly 


defirous to o conſtitute. a part of his children and 


family, 


rr. ne 0 e.. 


2 % . 
family, in this our probationary ſtate.;, that as we, 
by our rank in the creation, belong to the order 


of ſpirits; we may aſluredly hope to join the 


cherubim and ſeraphim, in the habitations of glo- 
ry and peace, by our now becoming members of 
his militant church; and may, when our warfare 
ſhall be accompliſhed; unite with the chorus of 
his triumphant hoſts, in N Jap and tribute 

of grateful adoration” and praiſe. 


And indeed without 8 bleſſed: hope, we are | 


4 all creatures, the moſt miſerable! being daily 
ſurrounded with lamentation and woe! combat- 


ing with ſecret or obvious diftreſſes!,and encoun- 


tering from the cradle to the grave, 4 perpetual 
ſucceſſion and variety of afflictions! We might 
therefore truly ſay, if our hopes were only fixed 
upon the tranſitory and fleeting pleaſures of this 


life, we ſhould be of all the animal creation, the 


moſt miſerable! But we are aſſured, that nothing 
leſs than Gop' himſelf, is the infinite and endleſs 


reward of all that diligently and conſtantly ſolicit 


him to the following , purpoſe —< Two things 


e have I required of thee, deny me them not be- 


c fore I die; remove far from me, vanity. and 
« lies; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed 


me with food convenient for me, leſt I be full, 


and deny thee, and, ſay, who is the .Lozp?' 


« or leſt I be, poor, * and take . 


cf my Go in 


f "OF. 1. 


Wich is as if the profilice had ira, a rb 

Hart my father, the author of my being I made 
nothing myſelf, but am wholly and entirely the 
* offspring of thy power and workmanſhip of 
thy hands: thou knoweſt therefore what is beſt 
© and fitteſt for me; and what ean I require elſe 


from 


Sts 


0 


Rund the hands of thee, O my Gov! chan thy 
© preſervation out of the ters of thofe oppo- 
ite extremes in life; thy guidance in the middle 

- © path of ſafety and innocence, and the enjoy- 
ment of thy approbation and 161522 in N 

1 7 therein? N 


His mind vas doubtleſs deeply impreſſed with 
the awfulneſs and eſſential ſubje& of his petition ; 
and © the removing far from him vanity and lies“ 
ſeems to conſtitute a very conſiderable part or it. 
But too many of us, deviating from this one moſt 
important point, are daily inclined to wander in 
the broad path of vanity and folly, and prone to 
miſtake it for the path of peace; till oftentimes 
the ſtroke of adverſity, of pain of body, pr af- 
fliction of mind, convinceth in part, and, if un- 
reformed, that of Death may fully convince us, 
when too late! of this moſt fatal miſtake. ; 
The prophet ſaw into the propriety of that 
frame of mind, which utters-the'lapguage dictated 
by divine wiſdom: * *'Truft in the Lon p with 
<& all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own 
* underſtanding :” inaſmuch as his gragious ſu- 
perintendeney and merciful notice of his crea- 
tures is ſuch as even + taketh in the ends of 
« the earth ;” and daily affordeth us the cleareſt 
raanifeſtation of his goes here, as it hath 
evidently pointed out t ww" that glorious path 5 
which leads to ſafety aft : 
4 yanity and lies“ have ntly e ' 
the mind, drawn it off from heavenly objects 
and heavenly cares, and fixed its attention upon 
things wholly unworthy the notice of an immor- 


nes 5 
* Prov. gov. If. n 22 


<9) 


tal ſpirit; Under theiſeducing influence of t va 
« nity and lies, men have been frequently led 


to purſue many things agreeable to their on 


wiſhes and imagined intereſts, without t RE 
W nn W n 


I may poſſibly obſerve an explanatinn 4 dif- 
tndtion of the two. ſtates as I go We, which Agur 
| ſeems to refer to, via. The diſtreſs and miſery 
« of the poor,” on the one hand; and the var 
40 nity and pride of heart,” too TONY con- 
ſpicuous 1 in the rich, on the other. 51 


* Al 


Were the lives of men deſigned to te 5 wi 10 
41 ated from a ſtate of juſtice and virtue, and 


bY I 


entirely inſtructed and fixed in the maxims and 


manners of this world, fingly to be taught to 
conſider it as the chief end of their exiſtenes, 
there would then be ſome excuſe for uſing every 


ſpecies of art in joining #*'*© Hhouſe to houſe, and 


<'laying field to field, till there be no Place, 
« that: they may be ſexied as it were alone in the 
« midſt of 47 earth:“ but now, as the great 
deſign of him who judgeth the earth; and feward- 
eth the righteous, hath been abundantiy mani- 
feſted and denounced to ſuch as thus counter 
act it, they : who are entruſted with riches wi 
appear the more inexcuſable for their unbounde 
avarice, and can hay#fiothing to plead in favour 
of their violation of lis 

reſpecting mankind. 


Wh vanity and lies, witndut virtue; without 3 


5 faithful dedication of their hearts to the' revealed 4 -3 | 
will of Gop. It is an obſervation of the preach- 87 
er that Þ © Gop giveth to man that is 1525 in his 


8 RE cc * fight 


ib. „Hef 26: 


Plain and clear intentions : EY 5 
Ik. will all at laſt, be found 3 


TT) 


<1 
4 


10 ind and knowledge, anf jopehut 


to the finner he giveth travel; to gather and to 
fe heap up, that he may give to him that is good 
gabe ore GOD. And tho' he who ib too un⸗ 
mindful of his creator, may have erected edifice 


that appear to the eye of the ſpectator as if they- 


Sy ot 


would: ſand for age, 2 hd may 6 call them by 


* nis ohn name? Fete even in this view, without 


Virtiſe, b 18, in the ſenſe of Agur, a lyar to 


Himſelf: he thir nks he. hath ſecured'happineſs 


When the frame of his mind is the reverſe of it; 

fixt probably in a ſtate of excluſion, from what 
may be juſtly [deemed true and ſubſtantial happi- 
neſs; or any acquiſition, ; which will bel aceeptable 
and well-pleaſing in the ſight of Gon In this 
cirevmfitance therefore he! is a lyar. 0 Phe ':byr 
ſander. jndþed, 'who fees: him in the free enjoy- 
ment ohitaffluence, and taking his / eaſe, in ap- 
pearange, in the fullneſs ef his: heart, may he 


ready tocconclude ſuch a one happy, by being 


ones of, the king of Iſrael; who, » when the was 
ſeated. in the: height, of his ſplendon,, magnificent 
and royalty, t rentnhis clothes; put on fack- 


55 | 
| H ſoftly,' 28 91 2 c TE 


Na aled with; his ſecret griefs.,; whereas ma- 
ny of his moments, gif their true ſtate cdp1d; be 
penetrated into, Would appear like thoſe Niſtreſſed 


„cloth. . and lay in fack cloth, and went 


tn t zerefore af 1 ighte ect + rather 
than to * ay up for Jour ves tre alures. upon 
„ earth; here moth an ruſt doth Corrupt, and 


ec where thieves break. thro” and ſteal that by | 


| 


* timely and prudent. application, 56 may 15 | 


71 * XXi. 27.0 Mat. vi. « 9 29. 7 


3 1 1183 End 2 7 i 7 OP 


. 1 5¹ » 
vp bor chrſelves e treaſures in Heaven; Whert 
s — nor ruſt doth corrupty! and where 
4 thieves: do not break:thto* and ſteal. ?? 


= acts 5 (ige * 


Ye riling Jouth, Whose "minds, are opened 8 
the dictates of Y 60 that viſdom. Which is tom 


0 to any 1 uy or - temptations bets 5 
world; fix not your attention upon its, maxims — 
and propoſed intereſts, Which, when they 
our idols, do but deceive and depriye.. us. of ; in- 
finitely greater beware of being ſeduced. - .by 
the out-goings of your own minds let not 
things that are tranſient and periſhing,. gain too 
great a poſſeſſion of your , hearts and affections; 
nor ever neglect the following.intereſting;1 petigipny 
% Remove far from me vanity and; les,” and, re» 
member that he is the guide, helper, and. Fre 
tor of all them that put Their truſt in him. | 


2 Give, me neither poverty nor riches 1 Tea 
dily conclude: that in tlie firſt part of this peti- 
tion all would willingly.) Join; but riches are moſt - 3 
apt to lay hold of gur hearts and attections:: 
many indeed are, the promiſes tog the, poor, 
T « Whom the Lonp will deliver when he crieth, 
even him that hath n helper ;” i ; they. are fre- 
quently entouraged to hope; while the rich, | 1 
they 1 the OE nie, to W ee 
| 2 we 
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ws 


we are aſſured by divine authority, Will hs 3 8 
ſtrained. . to weep: and how! :“ they enjoy the 


bleſſing and bounty of Heaven, which they ought 
to apply to the nobleſt purpoſes, particularly the 


relief of their diſtreſſed brethren, W in as much 
« as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe - 


85 my 'brethren, (faith our Saviour) ye have done 


it unto me.“ For which purpoſe he hath com- 


mittedto'ſome a larger ſhare of temporal enjoy- 


ments; which ought to be a ſtriking motive, a 
neeeſſary incitement to well-doing: but alas! in- 
ſtead of it, too frequently wealth becomes ſub- 
ſervient to the purpoſes of pride; luxury, and 


| wickedneſs: and therefore, our Lorp remarks in 
another place, I how hard it is for a rich man 


Ito enter into the kingdom of Heaven.“ And 
the apoſtle James ſays, 9 * & go to now ye rich men, 
* ecp and howl, for your miſeries that ſhall | 


come upon you; your riches are corrupted, and 
* your garments are moth-eaten ; your gold and 


* ſilver is cankered, and the ruſt of them ſhall 
« be a witneſs againſt you; the hire of the la- 


„ bourers which have reaped down your fields, 
„ which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth; 


the cries of them which have reaped, have er 


« tered. into the ears of the LoRD of Sabaoth.” 


If the extent of thy ſtewardſhip, O man! is 
increaſed, thy obligations to thy maſter are ſtill 
greater; if thou haſt received additional bleſſings 


from the Gop of bounty, it is a truſt which call- 


erh upon thee todiſtribute with an unſparing hand, 
O then, ye who ate thus favoured ! maintain a 
3 endeavour to Gicharge your duty in the 
| ſight 


Mat. xxv. hot Mat. xx. 25 24. Mark x. . *. 1 v. 23. | 


(ny 


fight of your Creator; | deceive not yourſelves 
with a belief that happineſs conſiſteth in the 
multitude of your poſſeſſions, ſince- they bring 
with them their dangers as well as obligations to 
duty; but like fountains of water which ſupply 
the little ſtreams, * be ready to diſtribute, wil 
© ling to communicate: this being the way to 
lay up in ſtore for yourſelves a * good founda- 
tion againſt the time to come; that ye may 
1 * lay hold on eternal nee,” - 
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I have known ſome men, and even women, 
who have thought the ground ſearce worthy to 
receive the preſſure of their feet, diveſted of 
all the ties and tenderneſs of humanity, and 
wholly puft up with © vanity and hes;” but as 
the reign of ſuch is ſhort, and not even then 
without its pains, and © their end miſerable,” as 
in many parts of the ſacred records we are aſſu- 
red; may there be none ſuch here preſent ; on the 
contrary, let it be a part of your conſtant care, 
not only to feel the diſtreſſes of others, but to 

viſit, and be convinced, and in a manner Share 
the neceſſities of the poor and needy; to ſoften 

the anguiſh of their afflicted minds, to alleviate 
their hidden griefs, and to dry up the eyes of 

| thoſe that weep; and the tears which ſtream, 
+F*© as faithful ſtewards of the manifold Grace of 

** Gop ; having fervent charity; knowing that 
1 charity ſhall cover a multitude of fins. Uling 
hoſpitality one towards another without grudg- 
ing; in proportion as ye have received the gift, 
removing far from you vanity and lies; and 
6 contenting yourſelves with being fed with food 
* that is convenient for you.“ Some 


. . 8, 9, 10. 
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- Some that are Whig may think: this ans | 
Capable doctrine, and be ready to reply, I have 
* a family to provide for, and therefore I muſt 


5 embrace every opportunity of acquiring, and 


* laying up all my acquiſitions in ſtore for them; 
and ſhould I neglect the preſent, the like may 
0 never happen again in the courſe of my life.“ 


Such or the like arguments are often too Tenth 
| by taken up, and obſtinately urged, in oppoſition 
to the moſt important concern; to the unſpeak- 
able prejudice of themſelves, of the diſpoſitions 
and morals of their children in particular, and of 
human ſociety in general: how quick is the tranſi- 
tion of many from a ſtate of health to the grave! 
* „ Thou fool! this night ſhall thy ſoul be requi- 
« red of thee!” was formerly pronounced to 
one of this kind by the great judge of all men, 
Conſider then, it may be thy caſe; and art thou 
prepared againſt thy dying hour, to render him 
ſuch an account, as will then ſupport thee, and 
juſtify thee in thy claim to the inheritance of his 
everlaſting kingdom, by thy having faithfully 
fought it, and attended to the conditions thereof, 
preferably to all the deareſt objects of this un- 
certain, and momentary ſtate of exiſtence ? 1 


J am fully of opinion, many who run after 
the world with open mouth, and that mouth 
ſcarce ever cloſed, 'till death cloſes it; could they 
be induced to yield ſome of their precious mo- 
ments to timely and ſerious reflection; would en- 
deavour to withdraw themſelves from tranſitory 
things, at leaſt before their laſt moments of life; 


and 
bes Luke xii, 20. 


vv 


r Ry = oc 


and teachers. „ 1 


the ſtate of the world, and become engroſſed with 


and in ſome n pn r this gta 


to meet their Goo. nl 
They would now "and x ny retire, for a ſhort 


| ſpace at leaſt, from the world, Pefofe they entire: 


ly left it; frequently ſit down, and feriouſly turn 
their view towards, another. world, another ſtate 
of being, into which they can never hope to car- 
ry wealth, or honours; toward that approaching 
dread tribunal of ghouls, where theſe mY 


gain no favour. 5 x 


When we wad a e of W 1008 
back thro' the generations that are paſt, Wwe ſee 
that the love of vanity, wealth, and grandeur, 
hath proved from time to time the ruin even 
the faireſt empires and monarchies, which have 
been ever erected on the face of the earth: onk 
reformation after another, and one ſtate after 
another, have been deftroyed, from the pridę 


and diſſip pation. inherent! in 5 minds of governors 


1 


How: nher Ro collage to Rar. the 


hearts, and redouble the Pa een of ſuch as are 
Placed, 3 in exalted ſtations! een e 


N. 


I hope and truſt, our 550 as a pep in gene- 
ral, hath not been confined. peculiarly: to our- 
ſebpesz but extended, as it ought to be, to all 


our fellow creatures; to relieve poverty and dif- 
treſs, according to out abilities; to prevent and 


reclaim from the infinite danger and harms of im- 


Py and "WhidAcounte! ry kind of real virtue. 


Tho: | Tonk families. may have turned aſide into 
the 


4 
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the- love of its pleaſures and enjoymetits-; yet. 
many others, I hope, and believe, have denied 
themſclves; have * laid hold of the good word 
4 of life ;” and under its influence, purſued «the 


« gone thing needful.” Tho' ſome have declined, 
and even refuſed, the ſubjection due to their ma- 
9 ker, as if they had aſked with inſolence, 6 Who 


© is this Lox p, that he ſhould reign over our 


© hearts?” and had added, © We know no power 
© equal to that of getting wealth and honours ; 
yet others have not departed from the obligations 
of fear and love; but have made proper reflecti- 
ons, paid juſt reſpect to the great author of their 
being; and manifeſted it by a ſteady watchfulneſs 


in conduct, which I moſt earneſtly deſire, mn 


become the happy caſe of eyery ONE: ol 1 
Jow creatures. 


The preſent ſolemn oceaſion is an 7 Be 


leſſon of inſtruction to us all! The departure of 
the diſembodied ſoul, from this world to another; 
which methinks ſhould entirely prevent our ſetting 
too great a value upon all temporal Poſſeſſions. 


I have ſometimes been preſent in a dying boch | 


I have been preſent at a ſcene of humbling diſ- 
treſs; 1 have ſeen in ſome the cloſing period of 
a regular life of virtue; yet ſuch a life, as on 
account of outward poverty, had been deſpiſed 
and overlooked-—a whole life ſpent, in which its 
happieſt moments would have paſt. for miſerable, 
in the minds of thouſands: yet when they have 
finiſhed. their courſe, they have experienced trir 
umphant joy, in the bleſſed hope and aſſurance 
of eternal life! thro? the merits of their dear Re- 


deemer. e n e I 
—— | 3 | I _—_ 
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I have alfo beheld, on the other hand, the "TY 


pinion of ſplendor exhibit a mournful ſcene of 


diſtreſs, far different from the former! Then, when 
the ſolemn approach of death hath begun. to ap- 


pear, attended with all its tremblings and fearful | 
apprehenſions of an after ſtate! when the foul, | 


agonizing in its pains, hath viewed things in 8 
far different light to what it had  hefare done, 
when even the riches, in which it had long truſt- 
ed, fell ſhort of giving the leaſt ſatisfaction: no 
hope of future happineſs afforded to the poſleſſor ! 
but, on the contrary, a gloomy proſpect ef deſ- 
pair; of an eternal ſtate of miſery ! of this have 
I been made a ſorrowful witneſs, that ſome have 
gone out of the world, U without G09; with- 
out hope; without one comfortable reflection 
from the ſacred ranſom of a dying Saviour? | 


In vain have they ardently wiſhed, in an expi- 


ring hour, that they might have. begn permitted 


to lengthen out their allotment. of life, a little 
longer; that they might have but a ſhort ſpace 
of addeg time afforded them, for * important 


purpoſe. of repentancs, and amendment of life, 


for“ feeding the hungry, cloathing the naked, 


and viſiting the ſick"; virtues ta; which. they 
had no pretence, in any of their paſt hours, and 
which then it proved too late for them to attain, 
however neceſſary, for their ſanding” approved at 
the Jul ee to which Ar were Monet 
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adhering” to bits ſo n as we continue in mutabi- | 


May we never wichdraw ourſelves, from watch- 


fal attention, to the guidance of divine provi- 
dence; never indulge ourſelves in arrogance, or 
truſt too much to the rectitude of our own hearts; 


but + pray without ceaſing,” that we may be 
enabled to + © do works meet for repentance ;” 


and thereby attain an  efernal inheritance in 2 
kingdom of Gop?t : 


Once more ſuffer n me to intreat goin Gd 


in great good will, often ſeriouſly to reffedt upon 


the importance of the petition which I have thus 
far endeavoured to enforce--- * Two things have 
« I required of thee, © Lorp! deny me them 
% not before I die.” As I am fully ſatisfied it 
is not and will not be ſufficient for me, tho? 1 
ſhould ſtand: ever fo eminently high, off the ac- 


count of riches, or honours, in the eſteem or 
applauſe of men; Remove, therefore, far from. 
* me vanity and lies; giving me neither poverty 


* nor riches; but feed me. ( pray thee) with food 
cc convenient for me, leſt I be full, and deny 
« thee, and ſay, Who: is the Lord? or Teſt I be 


poor and ſteal, and take the name of my Gop : 


1 4 
191 


6 mM vain.” 


| Ever. beware off; i firſt dnia « 11 
Guard the avenues of your hearts; make it your 
peculiar ſtudy ſo to number your days, as to || 


« apply your Hearts unto wiſdom;“ and to ad- 


vance therein, keep the account of Your, paſſing. 


moments with greater exactneſs than you would 


wiſh to do of your moſt i iraportant temporal ebn- 
cerns. - 'Tim: 


11 Theſſ. v. 17.— Mat. ili, I ke, 1 
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| «59 ) 
"Tis an uſual ſaying, © That ſhort reckonings 


+ make long friends: continue this ſhort and fre- 


quent reckoning ; ever eſteeming ** the number- 
« ing of your days aright, to be the moſt ne- 


ceſſary and bleſſed exerciſe; that hereby ye may 
He in a continual readineſs for your final 7990 
how ſudden ſoever it may be permitted. ic 


Some of you are doubtleſs truly ſenſible of tha — 
importance of thus acquiring the divine favour; 


continue to keep your hearts in i damen 


„with all diligence, for out of them proceed 


4 the jſſues of life :” remember too that as we 
are a people who have been frequently blamed for 


departing from ſet forms, how neceſſary therefore 


it is for us all to keep up, in the very innermoſt 
receſſes of our hearts, the daily ſacrifices of prayer 


and praiſe, of fervent mental ſupplications, reve- 


rently to offer them to the Þ © Father who ſeeth 
« in ſecret and rewardeth openly :” and let us 
never forget, that if the mind once gets off its 
guard, and relaxes in its earneſt purſuit of the 
divine favour, the enetny is then moſt watchful 
to enter and to ſeduce. May you all therefore 
keep within the verge of innocency; and ever 


let your morning oblations, and evening ſacrifices, 
accompany your ſpirits to the throne of grace. 


Ye riſing tender youth, of whom there is a 
number in this city, for whoſe welfare Jam at 


this time, and believe ſhall ever 3 ana 


ſolicitous: 


May grace, mercy and peace, attend you thro? 
the ſucceeding ſteps of your lives! May the Fa- 


"i thee 
* Prov, i Iv. * Math. * 858 
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ce 


ther 4 n mercy ſtill accompany your ſpirits! 5 
May you live in the perfect love and fear of him; 
making conſtant, daily enquiry into your immor- 


tal ſtates; always remembring that you muſt one 


day fall beneath the ſtroke of death! May your 
evening and morning ſacrifices, therefore, of far 
vent prayer, and of a ſincere and ſtedfaſt devo- 


tion, be conſtantly directed up to your Creator 
Aſſuring yourſelves that in caſting your care upon, 


and truſting in him; he will remember you in 
his divine love; that he will “remove vanity and 
< lies far from you, and feed you with food con- 


“ venient for you ;” that *© in bleſſing he will 
4 bleſs you; and in multiplying he will multiply 


bo oy favours towards you; “ crowning you in the 


end 4 with Joy unſpeakable, and Full of glory !” 


To conclude, let us all treaſury up in our 
minds, and firmly retain this comfortable aſſurance, 


“e Verily there is a reward for the righteous'; ve- 


Y: « rily there is a Go, that judgeth in the earth. 1 


Gen. xxii. ne Pet. i. 8. 


Th 


. 
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is unto Thee, the author of all our mer- 
cies, thou moſt glorious and holy one! that 
we preſume to have recourſe; and with the deep- 
eſt humility and reſignation of mind, to acknow- 
ledge thy preſent bleſſings, and the diffuſion of 
thy wiſdom and goodneſs, with gratitude, reve- 
rence and feeling ſubmiſſion ! As thou beſt know- 


eſt what is beſt for us, we beg that we may be 
continually favoured with thy providential and 
fatherly difpenſations ; and with that merey which 


ſanctifies them, which renders them moſt highly 
inſtructive and uſeful to us; that hence we may 


enjoy inward peace in the time of outward trou- 


ble: we beſeech Thee thus to carry on and com- 
pleat our ſanctification and ſalvation, that in thy 


appointed time, we may attain an ®** endleſs in- 


< heritance with the ſaints in light.“ 


We humbly requeſt that 3% all things may work 
together for good to thoſe” that are afflicted: 
may they profitably liſten to the inſtructive voice 
of affliction; and thoſe who enjoy proſperity, alike 
1mprove, from the language of every mercy : 1 


Eftabliſh us, we pray Thee, upon the holy 
immoveable foundation of thy ever - bleſſed and 


unchangeable truth; Thou that haſt been with us, 


and remembered us; and haſt opened our hearts 
for * admiſſion, thro? the virtue ba thy Ty 
power 

c 12. —t Ram. w. . 


5 


power and divine love. We pray Thee, in the 


name and ſpirit of thy dear. ſon, to direct us in 
the ſeveral ſucceeding ſteps of our lives; to pre- 


ſerve us in an humble dependance and holy truſt 


in thy power: and may we be continually favour- 


ed to make mention of thy name with | loy and 
gladneſs of heart, 


Lay thy hand, we pray hmm upon, uch as 
are captivated “with vanity and lies,” before 


they depart hence, and be ſeen of men no more; 


to lead them ®< out of darkneſs into thy mar- 
s yellous light:“ let the voice of the holy ſpouſe 
reach the immortal part, in ſuch, with that com- 
fortable and refreſhing language, © Ariſe my love 
my fair one come away.“ Lead them, we pray, 
yet further and further, in the + © path of righ- 
<« teouſneſs,” to © the perfecting of holineſs in 
be thy fear ;” and let “ thy rod and thy ſtaff,” 
vermore, comfort them therein ;” that "by 
may not © lag behind, as in the wilderneſs; but 
in humble fteady obedience, * perſevere, with 


„ holy circumſpection; being thankful. for all 


thy providential diſtributions, and ever patiently 


pronouncing the divine language of 6 Thy will 


on * be done : vs 


Enable thy miniſters with power 455 authority, 


to exalt thy name with additional ſtrength; that 
thro* their faithful labours, as inſtruments in thy 


hand, thy ſacred light may ariſe and abundantly 


ſpread upon the habitations of darkneſs! O moſt 


gracious being Thou that “ workeſt in us to 


will and to do, according to thy good plea- 
« furs, 


21 ker i. gf Prov. viii. 20.—5 2 Cor. ii. 1.—1 al. ky 


Phil, 3 ii. 13. 


i ſure, we pray * Mg all to thy temple; 


and enable them acceptably to worſhip Thee 
therein. Humble their hearts in full obedience 
to thy word, lead them in the way everlaſting!“ 
Let the firſt dawn of their morning, the whole 


courſe of their day, and the cloſe of their even- 


ing, be continually directed towards Thee! 


O Thou ! by whom the voice of ſupplication, 
is with all readineſs admitted, even from the un- 


worthieſt of thy, creatures! grant that over ſea 


and land, + © the dead in heart, in treſpaſſes and 


« ſins,” may hear thy word, feel its power in 


$ © raiſing them to newneſs of life,” and be fi- 
_ nally admitted to the fellowſhip and communion 
of ſaints in. by. kingdom! u 


For thy great name's ſake, * bor cy 4 def 
Son's ſake, remember all the inhabitants of this 
city; and thoſe in particular, that are now met 
in this place: that thro! the favonr of thy light 
and help, they may move in their ſeveral claſſes 


agreeable to the injunctions of thy holy word. 


Do Thou, we pray Thee, animate and preſerve 


thy miniſters, elders, and heads of families; may 
they Þ © be ſober, and hope to the end;“ diſ- 


charging their duties to Thee, themſelves, their 
houſholds, and the public; having on |} the 
© helmet of ſalvation, the breaſt-plate of righ- 
<« teouſneſs, the ſhield of faith, and ſword of the 
6 ſpirit; and having their feet ſhod, with the 


7 preparation of the goſpel of peace.” 


Speak peace, we beſeech Thee, O ſovereign 
author of peace! to all that © “ are labouring 


| « and 
0 — 24,—ÞEph. ii. 1—5 Rom. vi. 4.—t 1 Pet. i. 13 
hn _ vil, 14, 15, 16, 17, * xi. 28. 
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"© and heavy laden," 4 toſſed and not com- 


« forted ;” ſtill the perturbations of their minds, 
when orifing and ſwelling, like the raging waves 
of the ſea; . tho' the waves toſs and my let 
« them not prevail and pals over them.” | 


Now to Thee, whoſe, Pede, ores, and 
marvellous power, the tongues and thoughts of 
the moſt grateful and perfect of thy creatures 
here below, have ever fallen ſhort of expreſſing 
or conceiving ; to Thee, with the immaculate 
lamb, the ſon of thy boſom, be deſervedly and 
juſtly aſcribed, as is moſt due, all honour and 


glory thro? the ſucceeding pilgrimage of our lives; 


and when we ſhall no longer remain ſojourners 


here upon earth, may we be admitted to conti- 
nue the nexhoiftivle theme, in the. boundleſs 


habitations of thy everlaſting glory, world * 
out end. Amen. 


* Iſa, lv. 11.— f Jer. v. 22. © 
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d ience of him, its only rightful Lonb. 


purpoſe, the great and glorious end * 
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: * A Garden ee, is my 73 my Shoe, yu ering 


but up, a fountain ſealed. Woe 


\'H E Whole book of Canticles is vibe 
and taken in the way of ſimilitude, or mea 
taphor, ſetting forth that cloſe connection, that 


near and dear relation, which eternally ſubüülts 


between Cukist and his church; ahd in this 
ſenſe it certainly conveys inſtruction, very rofit- 
able, as well as very delię ghtful, to that mind 
which hath dedicated itſelf to the love and ol obe | 


8 $14 50M 


4 40 The Church is called 4 fountain of Guu⸗ 
dens; which ſeems to me very. evidently to 
imply that incloſed collected ftrength, beauty, 
regularity, thoſe” conſolatory refreſiments; that 


| ſteady firmneſs of thought, unity of heart, and 


divine affection, which becomes a people that 
well underſtand What is meant by the ſblemn in- 
junction of “ girding up the loins of their 

4 minds: wel apprized of the “ ſtate of their 
«* pilgrimage ;” of the nature, end and deſign 
« of their being; of the neceſſity of |< watch- 
« fulneſs unto prayer; of haying their minds 


brought into, and eſtabliſhed in, the lovely order 


of the goſpel; < their loins girded; their facul- 
« ties circumſcribed,” and directed to the, proper 


$5 5 A A mal N „ Tt. 137 DR Within 
cant, i iv. 12.— f bv 1 1 pet. i. uit Pay 7: 


ing; 


8 


within" the limits of that holy frame of n lag, 


| cu hath a fountain of gifts,” .preparatory, 
0 of uſeful ſervice, be te cornfor | 


| of individuals,” and the united benefit of the 


to eyery 


whole body; ever abiding in the 1 c feat of the 


« LORD, which is the beginning of wiſdom :;” the 


moſt perfect wiſdom,” by. which the mind is kept 
clean, and preſerved in it's proper cloathing. 


Fer “ the Fear of the Lon p,“ as the, Plat 
: expreſſes it, 5 * 18 clean, and endureth for. eve 
and if this, ear continues to reſt upon our min 


it will aſſuredly keep, them clean; and more and. 


more illuminate them to diſcern. the | : propriety a 


fitneſs of this language of CRIg x to, bis church; 


c0 Ag garden incloſed ; 18 my ſiſter, my ſpouſe, my A N, 
„church. ereched and; eferved-by, * my pop 


« er, my followers? united to me, andi al dear 10 
one another, } © a royal prieſthood, a holy na- 


0 tion, a Pecuhar people, zealous of oe! works.” Fu 


Si. O 49] int 


En we therefore, all ſeparately,. gach for « onx- 
ſelves, attend to this Hate, and. become acquaint. 
ed with. that degree, of xeleroblance . of ſuch: am 


incloſed garden which, e bear, in the fight; of | 
him, W who at one view, ſees the. ſeveral conditions 


of men, and beholds the ate 7 his 1 ole eres; 
„„ „ fler, r abnim 8 


If Iz e ineloſed. er Ant nature om our . 
 elofure? fince nothing tefs will become our fuf- 
_ — than the ſarroundirtg arm of the 
hty !. He is che ſtrengtii of mee indivi Ny 
hay truſts in hits their ant is apt. 
deſerted holy” writ, int mary parts of it, — 
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a variety of lively and beautiful figures; as $'Hers, 
by that of a garden iricloſed,” or *“ foyntaih © 
4 of gardens?” They likewiſe joyfully experi- 
ence, in this ſenſe of the text, what was meant 
by the ſong that was predicted to be fung in the 
land of Judah, when the divine coyenant ſhould 
happily cement, and incloſe that favoured peo- 
ple in a ſtate of innocence, integrity and love, 
enjoying together the laſting and unutterable 
ſweets of divine protection and peace. In 
<« that day ſhall this ſong; be ſung i in the land of 
< Judah; we have a ſtrong city; ſalvation. will 
„ Gov appoint, for walls and bulwarks:“ and 1 
cannot but entreat that all preſent, who are come 
to years of mature conſideration, eſpeeially, may 
obey the call: of Gop ;, come out of a ſtate of 
ſin, and neglect of duty, and become g' fellow- 
« citizens with the ſaints“ of this city; a city that 
hath t ſure foundations /” being built upon that 
Rock, which “ the gates of hell” Have * 
been able to © prevail againſt. e en ene, 


7 


O you that are in the bloom of life, * Fas- 
rounded with the impetuous waves of divers paſ- 
ſions; who continue yet uncorrected, ' unrefined 
by divine grace; may you diligently and ſeriouſly 
reflect upon your extream want of reſemblance to 
the garden mcloſed ;” and of anſwering there- 
by the gracious deſign of your maker concerning 
you! May you be directed J “ by the ſtill ſmall 
voice,“ which the Lon p Gop will make uſe of, 
and meet you with **« in the garden; in order 
to reclaim you, and to draw you to himſelf ! May 
all that ſtand in ſlippery places, make him their 

I 2 


refuge 
® Cane! is. r in. 19.—f Hab. xi. 10 
| | Mat, 3 xvi. 18.— C1 * xix. 12. Gen. iii * 


(6) 


refuge, that they may know him, to calm ey 

tumult in the mind; to crown them with the joys 
of obedience; and to direct their ſteps aright 
thro” life, to his honour, and 1 own true and 


laſting happineſs! ! 


May all who mourn for want of a place of 
reſt, attain this happy ſituation, all who are rea- 
dy to cry out as one formerly did, * © Woe is 
* me that I ſojourn in Meſhech, and dwell in the 


56 tents of Kedar.” Woe is me for this ſtate of 


wickedneſs, with which I am now on every fide 


ſurrounded ; both that of my own, and that of 


others round about me! who are ready to fear 
F © the harveſt is paſt, the ſummer is ended: and 
< that they are not gathered into the city walled 
* with falvation ;” or the “ garden incloſed” 
with divine beauty, with united and unfading joy 


I hope better things for thoſe whoſe concern 


ſometimes appears likely to become more than 
they are able to bear, even a concern, leſt they 
ſhould be excluded from an inheritance with 5.0 
fanQified, 


He that of old made $ © the mountains ſkip 
© like rams, and the little hills like lambs,” for 
the miraculous preſeryation of his people, even 
| when they had begun to deſpair of their deliver- 


ance ; can ſtill equally effect the like glorious work 
in reſtoring the deſponding, the broken in heart; - 


that, having been too much off their watch, have 


from thence been the more ſubject to be 1 toſt 


« about by every wind of doctrine,” and cunning 


craftineſs of men; whereby they lie in wait to 
| op _ deceive. 


2 Pial, Xx, 5.—f Jet. vii. 20.—5 Pfal. cxiv. 4.—4 Eph. i Walt 


Y 


E 

deceive. Know that tho' your own reſolutions, 
your own ſtrength, and wiſdom, have been inſuf- 
. ficient (in the days that are paſt) for your ſecurity; 

and perhaps the ſtrongeſt reſolutions, that you 
have hitherto made, have been written in duft ; 
ſo that the next gale of temptation hath blown 
them away ; and you have hence been carried fur- 


ther, and further, into a ſtate of groaning cap- 


_ tivity, and crying diſtreſs! and have been un- 
able to lift up your heads in the day of trial: 
know, that the duly humble and repenting ſinner 
hath ever been graciouſly received; and the diffi- 
dent have become cloathed with divine ſtrength, 

thro' the name and power of the Loxp Jzsvs ; 
their minds have been brought into a holy frame, 
having entered within the celeſtial incloſure and 


defence, 


O that the ſalvation of Iſrael would come ont 
of Sion, then ſhould Jacob rejoice, and Iſrael 
„ ſhould be right glad.” This hath been the ſa- 
cred language of individuals that have at times 
been toſt in uncertainty, diſtreſſed in vanity, 
wickedneſs and diſappointment ; who, notwith- 
ſtanding, have been at laſt happily fixed within 
the habitation of “ the holy city, or garden in- 
te cloſed ;” thro? a ſteady perſeverance and ſtrong 
reſiſtance, tho' in the night ſeaſon; like Jacob, 
who as a prince, Y prevailed with Gop and with 
* men.” So the ſincere, the penitent ſinner, in 
his reſolute and patient conflict, imploring and re- 
lying on divine help, will at length obtain an aſ- 
ſured victory, to his great joy, and returning of 
thankſgiving to the author of all his mercies. 
"EM 9 
»Gen. xnxli. . ON 
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10 «A Garden incloſed is my ſiſter, my {pouſe;” 
ah, too unthinking youth! how widely different 
From this ftate is too many of yours! To you ts emo 
appears particularly applicable that antient call them. 
from Gop, * Keep ſilence before me, oh ye Wee 
4e jflands ! * I beſeech you, in this your time of called 
danger, when your minds may be compared to the © 
floating iſlands, blown upon and covered with a he 
ſucceſſion of waves, ſurrounded with temptations ready 
of various kinds, that are perpetually withdraw- Ml may 

ing you from that moſt precious intereſt, which open 
'Cnri1sT hath purchaſed for you in © the garden be. 
e incloſed ;” I beſeech you, that you maintain a LN 
ſteady dependance upon him ; that ye be vigilant 16 
in your purſuit after eternal enjoyments ; that ye day o 
ſtand upon your guard againſt the wiles of the been 
grand enemy to your ſalvation; remembering where 
that even T“ when the ſons of Gop have met Count 
„together, un hath preſented eaſel "IP Were 4 
them.“ __ My cificd; 


Doth thy mind watch with holy Ailigence to TY 


prayer ? being fervent in ſpirit, that tho” the ene- < 700 
my may endeavour to come in as a flood of cor- fiery t 
ruption, and ſeek inceſſantly to draw thee from weer 
the ſtrong hold of that city, $ © whoſe walls are 
« ſalvation, and whoſe gates are praiſe ;” the arm Ho 
of omnipotence may defend thee; know, thou « gare 
art no farther guilty than as thou joineſt with the agom 
temptation; it is no fin to be tempted; the holy ml ©*<vnl 
everlaſting bridegroom of the true church; was have 
himſelf tried, proved, tempted before thee, time handy 
after time, by © the ruler of the darkneſs of right. 
„this world, the prince of the power of the air? out al 
Wale | . yet erectic 
* Ifa, xli, 1.—f Job i. 6,—y Ifa. Is. 18, —_ 
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them that are tempted 


opening to receice me, 
g be at thy er” 


This bath e 


EN 
| yet he continued unmoved, unwearied; being 
: ſupported and ſuſtained., by the Power. of Go: 
„ He, was like unto us in all things, ſin only 
© excepted; he knows and is willing to ſuſtain 


- 44% 
ds 


and to encourage in the. 
day of battle, every one that cleaveth unto, and: 
calleth upon him, with full purpoſe of heart, in 
the whole courſe and conduct of his life: tho? 
he may be deeply proved, and may ſometimes be 
ready to cry out, Even tho? the gates of death 
may appear to be in motion againſt me, and juſt 


ko: 2-77 
guage of unte in ha 
day of temptation, z and when the battle hath, 
been hot, they have. known. a ſecret hiding place, 
where the, enemy could not prevail. Tho' he en- 
countered ry winds > ROOT of martyrs.; tho they: 


ye! als * . 1 let it 


Coat» 


+ > 
k 


cified;. yet it was never in his poweg. 50 ſubdue - 
them; they were Rill, ſuccoured by, the hand of. 
the almighty z they were enabled to t < fight the 

good fight of faith;” to paſs thro” all their 
fiery trials with Patieite; and, in honour of their 
viory,, are now © crowned with gloty! ok 


{ 


+ jt 
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1 beautiful, how amiable, ſt bs. 60 Welz | 


e gardens incloſed,”., the, riſing you! 


„in the vi- 


gour and prime of life.t when their minds pain, 


circumſcribed, and animated to piaty; when they, 


have upon them the indubitable; proofs of the | 


handywark. of Cop; ſtanding. immovably u 
right on the ſide of religion and virtue — 


out all the Works of darkneſs, IN _ of deine 


erection 1. 


a ® 

3 : *  n# 
® _ $ 
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11 


Tim. vi 


vi. 12. 
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22 


How 


How excellent are theſe ned incloſed! their 
eden and behaviour, how edifying! how 
exemplary! how truly honourable! their admiſſion 


is ſure into * that glorious houſe, not made 


„ with hands,” to a perpetual feſtival, an eternal 
fruition of the unſpeakably rich rewards of their 
good works, which they have been enabled to per- 


form, to the glorifying of net” Ane who is 


in heaven. | 0 { | 


Than eh a | bleſſed 1 as . * N wy, * 


e that can poſſibly be deemed more amiable 
upon the face of the earth; nothing more con- 
ſiſtent with the deſign of heaven ; or more re- 
fembling its own happineſs, for thoſe that are 
young + to remember their creator in the days 
of their youth,” with a continual reverence ; 
and to give up their hearts to him, in the per- 
fection of love; for the moſt deſirable part of the 
whole creation to live thus, amidſt the bloom and 
luſtre of the ſpring- time of life, is to conſtitute 
the beauty of holineſs! the one great ornament 
of <« the garden of the Lon p here on earth! e 


ve heads of families; fathers, mothars.. god: 
diane, that preſide over and ſuſtain the yari- 
ous relations in domeſtic life; ever carefully pr 
fecurte your own eternal happineſs, and' ets: 
pineſs of all thoſe over whom you are placed i 
charge ! exhortirig them in tender affection, and 
encouraging them by worthy example, to 9 4 ſer 
their affections on things above; watchfully 
guarding, and even confining them, in order to 


5 1 them from all harms and ws re of 
2 vice 5 
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eternal felicity! | 


T3) 


Vice, #* a8 gardens incloſed” within” * oi 77 nit 


that holy fear, „which 1 is a fountain of 
e that preſerves from the ſhares" of death,“ ald 
prepares for a crown of e in the * of 8 
When the ties of. nature ts Jane | 
with the ties of grace, and together reſt upon tlie 
minds of parents and guardians, they cannot but 
be ſolicitous that their offspring and charge may 
be favoured in an eminent degree with divine pre- 
ſervation; they would then earneſtly. -defire to 
help them forward in their way, being qualified 
to ſay to the riſing generation, Follow me as -I 


follow CyrisT.” I am' perſuaded had this been 


more generally the caſe, had they themſelves,” I 


ſay, really lived . as gardens incloſed“ within the 
bounds of divine wiſdom and government, dur 


chriſtian ſociety would have worn a different at- 
pect to what it now does. Could parents and 
heads of families, from time to time, have ap- 


pealed to the ſearcher of hearts for the upri 


neſs of their intentions, and the rectitude of 
their conduct in theſe moſt important concerns; 


then might they have ſaid with holy confidence, 


+ © Lond! now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
be peace ; for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation * © 


What think ye parents? ye that live as it were 


in a ſtate of ſtupefaction; What tllink ye of the 


important moment, when iii the ſight af God, 
angels, and men, inquiſitien for blood ſhall be 
made ? what think ye of the preparation of -ren- 
dering that acοαẽ with Joys :At'the dread Ds” 
toy, xiii. 14.—f Luke i. 29. %%% 


EEE, 


nal of final. judgment? in which an inquiry into 
the diſcharge of your ſeveral duties, in this re- 
ſpect, will moſt aſſuredly be made !—-It is poſſible, 

and indeed I cannot but believe it conſiſtent with 
the goodneſs of the ſupreme being; that, where 
the natural parents have been negligent in their 
diſcharge of this important truſt, and have con- 
ducted their offspring into byways and crooked 
paths, forgetful of the way that leadeth to life 


eternal; 


the everlaſting father hath not been 


wholly unmindful of his children, thus abandon- 
ed to the wiles of the deſtroyer ; but hath fre- 
quently reached forth a kind hand to ſuch, and 
will continue to make up to them, who gratefully 
receive his kindneſs, and obey his voice, the de- 
ficiency of ſach paſt parental care; even by the 
virtue of his living power in their hearts: in the 
mean time, the very criminal neglect of ſuch pa- 
rents will, notwithſtanding this, draw down on 
them its own weight of condemnation: * © the 
« hand writing on the wall'“ will ſtill remain a- 
gainſt them; and, like wicked Belſhazzar, they 
will Be © weighed in the balance, ang found want- 


1 ing.” 


indeed it muſt be confeſt, and [gin 43 + 
Iy aſſured, that all parents are not thus negligent: 
I cannot but remember the ineſtimable father 1 
had in early life; and above all things; his almoſt 
„ unexampled care and tenderneſs over his infant 
«6 offspring. well remember the very powerful 
and moving eloquence of deſcending tears! when 
he collected his numerous family of little ones 
about him, and in the time of our extream ten- 


Dan v. 5 


an 


derneſs, 


„ bs. 3 
derneſs, and very early years, os often he hath 
wept over us, when he hath been recommending. 
us to the throne of grace! tho' I cannot repeat 
the immediate language he uttered, upon theſe 
occaſions, which were ſo extremely DIP z 


to us all ! 


I window as to myſelf indeed I may wy, 


and ſtrayed from“ the garden incloſed, in ma- 


ny of the ſucceeding ſteps of my life: and even 


now ſtand * as a monument of mercy amongſt 
« you !” whilſt I thus afreſh remember and re- 


cite this amazing inſtance of a tender parent's 


arixious and unabated care, for our preſervation 
out of the evils that abound in the world; for 


our having a. ſafe place within the incloſures, 
where « Chriſt feedeth his flock, and maketh 
* them to reſt at noon! | 


O Fathers and mothers! 1 beſeech you, ** the 
mercies of Gop, and the folemn account you 
muſt one day cloſe with him; that you lay this 


charge ſeriouſly to heart ; ill offering up your 


humble petitions to the © Father of light,” that 


he will enable you, more and more, to inſtruct 


the children he hath bleſſed you with, in “ the 
* one thing needful;“ in order that being thus 


| favoured, thus enlightened and enlarged by his 
power, you may have nothing to do but die, 
when that time ſhall arrive; nothing to charge your- 
| ſelves with, in relation to the neglect of this great 


duty, when the meaſure of your days ſhalt be 
accompliſhed ; but may render up. your accounts 
with joy, and receive the beatific ſentence of 
| K 2 ; | (6 Well 


=} — ne) 
Cs os. © 


Fe 


* 0 Well done, good and faithful ſervant 4 thou. 


et haſt been faithful in a little; I will make thee 
* ruler over r more, enter thou into the j Joy of thy 


ce Lokp.“ 


* K Garden incloſed is my lier; in my ſpouſe. 5 


May we pay all due honour to the teſtimony 
of Cuxls r reſpecting his church, both as indivi- 
duals, as heads of families, and parents of chil- 
dren: and more and more ſuſtain with diligence 
and propriety in all our ſeveral ſtations the cha- 


racter of gardens incloſed, or be - as plants therein 
« of the Loxp's own right hand planting;“ plen- 


tifully adorned and enriched with all the good 


fruits of his own ſpirit; that we may be, as our 
fathers were in the day, when the Lok p raiſed 


them up, fed, and miraculouſly ſupported them 
and may fervently pray, + © that Sion might ariſe 
« and ſhine, and ſhake herſelf from the duſt of 


the earth; and put on her beautiful garments!” 


and that many amongſt us, who yet need it, might 
ſhake themſelves from thoſe outward things that 
adorn them, as they vainly imagine ; that © that 
&« divine beauty and luſtre which once conſpicu- 
ouſly ſhined upon and adorned | our Sion, may a- 
gain be reſtored, and continue to dwell amongſt 
us: and in order to this, may we ſtudy more 


and more the increaſe of righteouſneſs and true 


holineſs; encouraging one another by good exam- 
ple and by tender counſel in the purſuit thereof ; ; 


as we cannot, conſiſtent with our love of Gop, 


be indifferent in our wiſhes for the happineſs and 
welfare of any of our fellow creatures; nor ſay 


of our brother, * : Let him alone, leave him to 


0 himſelf, 


85 Math. are; 21.— Iſai. m. I, 2. Ix. 1. 
e J Ie FR is x 3 


( 


« himſelf, it is ſufficient for me to mind myſelf. 4 
Since it is our immediate duty to watch over him; 
and to be ready, on every occaſion, tenderly to 
adviſe and aſſiſt, to prevent or ſupport him; and 
not anſwer the Lox Db, when he ſhall require an 
account of his welfare from me ; n Am 1 my 
brother s keeper?” ET, 


At this door, my Wien unſpeakable PE 
hath enter'd, and widely ſpread amongſt us as a 
people; “ even through this neglect, the grand 
deceiver hath the more eaſily broke into this and 
the other family; the power of ſeduction hath 
taken place; and -many young people may be 
ſaid to have laid violent hands on their own ſouls, 
and thoſe of others too, in their gradual ſtepping 
out of the garden incloſed. _ 


« Am I my brother's keeper ? What have I to 
do with the welfare of another?” This hath 
greatly obſtructed the increaſe of our felicity, as 
a collective body; the progreſs of our Sion; and 
introduced the deſtroyer ; who hath broke into our 
incloſure, and made a ſorrowful devaſtation among 
the flock and family of Gop. Where I ſee thus the 
danger of the hedge (which the Lord in mercy 
made about us!) being broke down; I cannot 
help expreſſing my concern, and uſing my ſpeedy 
and vigilant efforts to prevent, as much as poſſible, 
the beginning and increaſe of ſo great an evil. 


1s there even a ſervant lad, or a ſervant girl 
that hath continued neglected, and their minds 


| left to wander at will? I cannot but feel for them, 


with an earneſt Gel. of infonming ſueh, and 


= drawing 
Gen. iv. 9. 


(58 ) 


Ang them, if poſſible within the Mit or the 
garden incloſed; that they might enjoy the bene- 
At and delightful aſſurance of immortal happineſs, 
from their entrance into, and continuance in well 
doing! Many fly from their own intereſt, forget 
the Gop that made them, and even * © account 
< the blood of the covenant as an unholy thing,” 
for want of having their minds properly centered, 
and their judgments duly enlightened ; and there · 
fore it is all your duty, who arę advanced within 
the heavenly bounds, and are grown up into a ca- 
pacity of ſeryice, ſo faithfully to improve your 
talents, that ye may become inſtrumental, to en- 
lighten their underſtanding, and to adminiſter to 
them a ſuitable degree of ſpiritual health: not ta 
ſay, Am I my brother's keeper? but if ye love 
* Gop, to love your brother alſo; to lead him 
within the heritage and limits of the incloſed gar- 
den; within the © impregnable defence of that 
© city whoſe walls are ſalvation.” 


I know well, friends, that tho' my education 
was within the garden incloſed, yet I wandered - 
far from it; and in my departing, laid myſelf 
open to the enemy of my ſoul. I kept the worſt 
of company; I ſubjected myſelf to almoſt every 
| temptation; broke thro' the fence of the ſacred 


5 incloſure ! trampled it under my feet! and when 


for a time I found the leaſt inclination to do good, 
evil was preſent with me! and I went on from 
one degree of it to another! my wickedneſs ſo 
far increaſed with diligence that at length, alas! 
I beheld the ſtrong wall broken down! the ue 
den wall deſtroyed ! the mound left defenceleſs ! 


and no hopes left of returning peace to my afflit- 


ed ſoul! . Q 
| + Heb, x. 2 Ds 


5 4 


0 ye, who are the hopes of the next generati- 
on! the ſteps I have trod warrant me to expoſtu- 
late with, and to warn you of the moſt dreadful 
danger of that deviation, to which youth is too 
prone, for want of due and timely reflection, 
ſuitable to its vaſt importance; and the extrem 


q difficulty of treading back, or extricating your-= 
ſelves from it, when the mind is once engaged 
and entered into the path of folly : believe me, 


now is your acceptable time; now is the day of 
the Loxp's tender mercy afforded to you: flatter 
not yourſelves therefore with the hope of its being | 
time enough, that in ſome future part of your 
lives you will diligently ſeek him i new is your 
ſeed time; your hour of profitable diligence ; and 
not in the decline of life. Life frequently is held 
by a moment of time! it paſſes and man is no 
more ſeen! * All fleſh is graſs, and its beauty 
« as the flower of the field; the graſs withereth, 

* and the flower fadeth.” The grave to which 
we are all haſtening, ought to be an early leſſon 
of ſerious inſtruction, ſounding the alarm in the 
ears of every youth; ſeeing it is frequently open- 
ed to receive its victims in the very bloom of 
life; and 4 before the years draw nigh, in 
i which, (in the coarſe of nature,) they can take 

no pleafure”— © boaſt not therefore thyſelF 
& of tomorrow, ſince thou knoweſt not what a 
“ day may bring forth;“ but rather let the ex- 


_ ample of others teach thee, the abſolute neceſſity 


of improving the preſent moments ; and duly to 


reflect upon the imminent danger of delay. 


If thy delight be not now within the garden 


| incloſed, thou canſt not reaſonably expect here- 


| after 
* Ia, xl, 6 Eceleſ. xii, 1.—3 Proy, xxvi. 23 - 
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after to do # << woiks meet for repentance : or Ho. 


eve. me, the evening hour will have its fill of 


work, even after diſcharging the duty of the 


moſt diligent day; tho' thou begin this neceſſary | 
work immediately, thou wilt not have a moment 
to ſpare when thy ſands of life are haſtening to 


a cloſe, and thou art finally appointed to tread 
the ſilent and folemn path of death! which is an 
hour that will, doubtleſs, bring with it a ſuffici. 
ent employment to the. moſt ſerious mind, and to 
the moſt aſſiduous improver of the time that hath 
been allotted him in mutability. ah 


O then, ye beloved youth ! that your minds 
may be thus properly exerciſed to lay hold on the 
things that belong to your everlaſting peace 
may you lay theſe reflections ſerioufly to heart; 


ö and may their good effects demonſtrate that they 


have a powerful and proper infſuence upon your 
conduct, thro' the whole ſeries of your lives; 


that ye may finiſh your courſe with joy! and be 
crowned in the end with glory and immortality ! 
having faithfully anſwered the boundleſs love of 


CarisT to his church; whoſe peculiar relation to 
| himſelf he expreſſeth in this endearing language, 


© A garden incloſed is my ſiſter, my a, 
be ne ſhut up, a fountain ſealed,” 


| Ades xxvi. 20. 


—— 


4 


b „ 
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The following Pk AYER likewiſe was delivered 


extempore, after the preceding Diſcourſe, by 
the ſame eminent ſpeaker. 


| E approach thy preſence, O Father of in- 


V V finite kindneſs, and make mention of thy 
name, in a deep and awful ſenſe of thy mercy, 


which hath followed us from time to time, and 


moſt graciouſly encouraged us, even to open our 
hearts before thee! the Logp of heaven, and the 


whole earth! 


We were caſt upon rocks, and there left in 
a deſtitute and periſhing ſtate ; when thou mani- 


feſted thy tender regard, ſtretched forth thy de- 
| livering hand, and fed and ſuſtained us by thy 


watchful providence! Thou' waſt pleaſed to look 
upon us in mercy, in the days' of our temporal 
calamities ! to reveal to us the ſaving arm of thy 
power, and to cauſe thoſe very calamities to turn 


to our ſolid advantage! Thou, who art encircled 
with light, didſt enlighten our darkneſs; gave us 

clearly to underſtand the great things of thy law ; 
ſuch of them as thou in thy wiſdom ſaw neceſſary 
for us. In the day of our utmoſt need, thou waſt 


pleaſed to appear for us, and to ſpeak comfort 
to our afflicted ſtates ! | 


We earneſtly beg, that the grateful ſenſe of 
all theſe thine unutterably kind dealings with us 
may be imprinted on our hearts in characters ne- 


ver to be obliterated! What more have we to aſk, 


but that thou may ever continue to guide and 
direct us! that ſuch a ſenſe of thy unmerited 
L mercies 
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mercies may be to us, as often heretofore it hath 
been, an enlivening comfort, anda. ſtrong ſup- 


port in the day of trouble: and we beſeech thee 


O bleſſed father! to remember all in the like ſitu- 


ation: ſend forth thy light and thy truth* even 


amongſt thoſe who have never known, or have 


long forgotten thee. We pray thee, draw them 
into thy holy houſe plant them in thine incloſed 


for ever beautiful, and moſt excellent garden | 
their hearts becoming hereby powerfully inclined 


to attend with a fixed and unlimitted ſubmiſſion, 


to the falutary diſcipline of . thine omnipreſent, 


and unerring wiſdom ! 


If thou ſee any caſt upon * bed of Enn 
ing, do thou be pleaſed, we humbly pray thee, 


to afford them the viſitation of thy love: let thy 


divine conſolation be their continual attendant, 
whereby they may be endued with perfect reſig- 


nation to thy bleſſed will! 


O thou ! that haſt _ into our hearts, the 
freſh and reviving ſenſe of thy unbounded love ; 


accept we beſeech thee, our prayers for our own 


preſervation, and the lifting up of. our hands for 
one another, for the gathering together of many 


to thy ſelf ; who art, and haſt been, the reſtorer 


of many that have been ſcattered abroad, that 


have gone aſtray, being ſeduced by various tempt- 


ations, from thy ſacred truth. 


For thy-great name's fake, for thy dear ſon's 


fake, and for the ſake of thy glorious cauſe of 


righteouſneſs ! we pray thee, remember the off- 
ſpring of thy people; incline and ſtrengthen them 
SP + „ 42 more 


"a 0 


Am ) 


more and more, to turn towards thee ; i? ec to 
„ run the race that is ſet before chew; ” that in 
the places of the honourable fathers, removed to 
thy kingdom, may ſucceed their ſons; ſteadily 


walking in their footſteps, to the glory of thy 


name; that generation to generation may tell thy 
acts, and age to age pronounce thy goodneſs and 


marvellous power; who, thro' manifold tempta- 


tions and trials, preſerveſt. 4 unſpotted from the 
« world, them who. truſt, in thee, and adhere 0 


the dictates of thy grace! 


Be with the people aſſembled has at this time; 3 
and in a particular manner with thoſe that are 
tine in heart, and dedicated to thy ſervice. En- 
due, we pray thee, with the ſpirit of ſound judg- 
ment, © thoſe that ſit in judgment; and ſtrength- 
en thoſe who are enliſted into thine army, “ en- 
« gaged under thy banner, and that turn the 
e battle to the gate,” that they may ſo act, and 
+ * ſo fight the py fight of faith,” as to lay 


hold on eternal life! which thou art now, in this 


the day of thy mercy, freely offering unto all ! 


May the miniſters and ſtewards of thy word, 
chearfully proceed 1 in thy glorious cauſe, ſpeaking 
powerfully in wiſdom to all, that many may be- 
come thro' their calls, yet more and more ardent- 
ly inclined to liſten to the doctrine of thy ſon, 
and to be inſtructed in thy law immediately from 
his internal voice in their own hearts. 


O holy and infinity father of all our mercies ! 


grant we beſeech thee, that being preſerved in 
our ann, as thoſe who are <6 © riſen with 


© CHRIST, 


of Heb. xii, 1— 1 Tim. vi. 12,-4 Coloſſ. iii. 1, 2, 4. 
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© CyrisT, our affections may be ſet on things 
ce which are above,” and our life hid with them 
in thee our Gop, that © when he who 1s our life 
« ſhall appear, we alſo may appear with him in 
*:ploryt | 22 Ts 15 
May all our faculties, and all that is within us, 
bleſs thy great and excellent name; may we per- 
petually approach thy throne with confidence, to 
offer thee the oblation of humble prayer, and 
grateful praiſe and thankſgiving, now, henceforth, 
and for ever, world without end! Amen. 
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7 he Grace of our Lord Feſus Chrift, the Love. of | 
Cod, and a Divine Communion, recommended and 
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At a ME TIN of the Prop LE called Quaxrns, 
held in Leeds, the 26th of the Sixth Month, 
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” _ ADVERTISEMENT, ' | _ 


== 15 HE Editor of the following Sermon, which 
15 bo * | 1 | was delivered extempore to a large Auditory | 
— of different Perſuaſions, conceives himſelf obliged to 
1 a 5 acknoꝶ ledge, that the Idea of printing it, was not 
5 uiii oSful enough to obtain the Preacher's Appre- 
. batfon,—Nevert teleſs through the repeated Requeſts 
_ of many of the Hearers, who were of opinion it 
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might be rendered more extenſively uſeful if printed, 
Provided a ſerious and impartial Attention were 3 


| IRE 
„ ©, 
* 2 0 
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| paid to thoſe important Truths which are the Sub- war: 
5 jects enlarged upon therein, he has been prevailed in tl 
AVpon to ſubmit it to the Candour of the Public; 
8 being not without a Hope that tlie apparent Be- 7 
: nevolence of the Motive which firſt ſuggeſted the 
Dteſign, will in ſome meaſure excuſe him to the 
Preacher for the Part he has taken in the Execution > 
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T is not in the © Oldneſs of the Letter * or 
_ 4 in unfeeling Formality, but from the animating 1 
warmth of Goſpel Love, that I ſalute this aſſembly 


o 


in theſe expreſſions; „„ 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of if 
God, and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be . 
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with you all aluays. Amen f. —_ 
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It is the conſtant language of that evangelical _ . 
ſpirit, from which ariſes this tribute of © Glory to 
God in the higheſt, peace on earth, good-will to 
% men ||,” and which I am thankful to feel not 

; _ reſtrained within lefs compaſs than the Bulk of 

Mankind; bur zealouſly and ardently pointing 51 1 
| towards all ſuch as profeſs faith in the Lord Jeſus pe 
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There is ſomething further - 3 in this: 


affectionate ſalutation than the language of Love; 
the language of Wiſdom. —That Wiſdom which is 
e profitable to direct *, ſeems to me very evi- 


dently and very eminently diſplayed by the Father 


of mercy and kindneſs in theſe expreſſions ; which, 
by divine aſſiſtance, I would endeavour a little to 


open, and to urge as words, of ſome ſignification, 


unto all ſuch whoſe minds are at times turned to 


_ contemplate, and not only contemplate, but alſo 


to purſue, © the ings which make for peace 1. 
L. The Grace of our Lord Jeſu 3 Crip 


There is no language, or form of words, ſuff⸗ 
ciently copious and expreſſive, though raiſed to 
the utmoſt extent or height of deſcription, for 


repreſenting the adorable - manifeſtations of hea · 


venly kindneſs, goodneſs, condeſcenſion and mercy, 
or for exhibiting the things which proceed from 
the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : but it is allows 
able to ſpeak whereof we know, according. to the 
Meaſure of knowledge, and to utter, according to 
the proportion of Strength given, what we now 


ſee in part, and what fram experience we feel, of 


the merciful kindneſs of God; and which, as we 


faithfully follow his will, we ſhall hereafter more 


fully and comprehenſively behold. —This 1 appre- 
hend is neceſſary for all, to whom a revelation of 
the Chriſtian Religion has been made by means of 
Holy 


* Eccl, x, 1e. "0 ew: xiv. 19, 


-— * * 


1 
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Holy Writ; and in an eſpecial manner, where He 
that is the diſcoverer of ſtates, has opened their 
_ underſtandings to believe the Doctrines of the 


Chriſtian Religion, and the facred records. of that 
miraculous Favour and Gram that came 9 oe 


.. 


But for my own part, I muſt „ 
there was a time of my life, in which I would 


gladly have relieved myſelf from following the ar- 
duous paths of religion, by turning aſide into the 


paths of Scepticiſm and Infidelity. My mind was 


ready to alledge, as ſome at this time of day may 
be, How can we believe without Evidence? 
. There i is not a ſufficient Evidence of Truth to 
* convince my judgment, or to induce me to 


*« believe,” I know this has been the allegation-of 


ſome: But I have found there is no Deficiency. of 


evidence, but an unwillingneſs to admit the Force 


of that evidence, which would properly influence 


the mind; and I have reaſon to apprehend this 
has been the caſe with others: for if there was a 


thorough ſubmiſſion, and diſpoſition of mind to 


receive the Truth in the Love of it; to endeavour 


after it in its genuine ſimplicity ; to look at it with 
a ſingle eye; and, if I may be allowed the ex- 
prefſion, to ſuppreſs or baniſh all the“ buts and 
ifs; we ſhould ſoon find the Evidence of the 
Chriſtian Religion to be lively and inconteſtable, 
and effectually to operate to make us wiſe and 


good; Wiſe, with the Wiſdom that is to Salva- 
„ „ tion; 
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1 There is ſomething further couched in this Hol! 
=. affectionate ſalutation than the language of Love; WU that 
FT the language of Wiſdom. —That Wiſdom which is unde 
1 profitable to direct &, ſeems to me very evi- Chr: 
HR: dently and very eminently diſplayed by the Father mira 
_ of mercy and kindneſs in theſe expreſſions ; which, Chri 
bs 5 by divine aſſiſtance, I would endeavour a little to 
1 open, and to urge as words of ſome ſignification, 1 
_ _ unto all ſuch whoſe minds are at times turned to there 
=_ - contemplate, and not only contemplate, but alſo glad 
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Holy Writ; and in an eſpecial manner, where He 
that is the diſcoverer of ſtates, has opened their 


underſtandings to believe the Doctrines of the 


_ Chriſtian Religion, and the facred records. of that 


miraculous F avour and rag that came by ous 
Chriſt. 1 5 


But oe my own part, muſt freely acknowheldy 
there was a time of my life, in which I would 


gladly have relieved myſelf from following the ar- 


duous paths of religion, by turning aſide into the 
paths of Scepticiſm and Infidelity. My mind was 


ready to alledge, as ſome at this time of day may 
be, © How can we believe without Evidence? 
« There is not a ſufficient Evidence of Truth to 


„ convince my judgment, or to induce me to 
4 believe,” I know this has been the allegation of 
ſome: But I have found there is no Deficiency of 
evidence, but an unwillingneſs to admit the Force 


of that evidence, which would properly influence 
the mind; and I have reaſon to apprehend this 


has been the caſe with others: for if there was a 


thorough ſubmiſſion, and diſpoſition of mind to 
receive the Trath in the Love of it; to endeavour 


after it in its genuine ſimplicity ; to look at it with 


a ſingle eye; and, if I may be allowed the ex- 
preſſion, to ſuppreſs or baniſh all the © buts and 


Ie" we ſhould ſoon find the Evidence of the 
Chriſtian Religion to be lively and inconteſtable, 
and effectually to operate to make us wiſe and 


200d ; at, with the Wiſdom that is to Salva- 
| tion; 
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n, the Source of. Goodnels, 
But whilſt people © take counſel, and not of 


God, and ſuffer themſelves to be © covered with 
© a covering and not of his Spirit &, *, they are 


unwilling to admit the force of thoſe crinhy which 


_ would “ ſeparate the precious from the vile,” and 


te purify us according to his word. „While this is 


the caſe that many deviate in paint of Faith, they 


may complain of the want of Evidence, reſpecting 
the Certainty and Truth of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion; and complain with as much juſtice, as a 
man who wilfully hides himſelf in Darkneſs, com- 
plains of his Incapacity of Seeing. For we have 
uch an evidence and underſtanding imparted by 


the Light and Grace of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, as 


doubtleſs abundantly diſplays the immediate Re- 
gard and Love of God, as recorded in Holy Writ; 


and from which I freely acknowledge an internal 
illumination neceſſary, for all that would have valid 


claim to the Chriſtian Religion; whereby we obtain 
a firm aſſurance of, and a well-grounded belief! in, 
thoſe glorious truth. Soi 
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We have ſometimes been olds of Ae 


ing away the important truths of che "Chriſtian 
Religion as recorded in Holy Writ : It is far, very 
far, from our intention or inclination * We want 


to inforce . upon ourſelves, upon our brethren, 
With 
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with all that requiſ ite weight which commands their 
belief; calling to a belief of Heart, not a mere 


aſſent with the Tongue; but 1 a belief of Heart 


unto righteouſneſs |.” mY | 2 


We have been Aiftinguiſted, and are not abamed 
of the diſtinction, for preaching © Chriſt within; 
but we never preach a Chriſt within, oppoſed to, 


or derogating from, a Chriſt without. We fully 


believe not only in his glorious and gracious ap- 


pearance amongſt the ſons. of men, as in the 
volume of the book it is written *;” but we alſo 


believe in his inward and ſpiritual appearance, 
the ſecond time without ſin; unto ſalvation ; 
in which we are ſupported by a cloud of witneſſes 9, 

and by the doctrine of the holy Author of the 
- Chriſtian Religion, inforcing his inward and ſpiri- 
tual manifeſtation (the manifeſtation of his Grace) 


1n as clear and indubitable a manner, as from the 


reſtimonies delivered concerning his external * 


But the 8 of TO hath omni 


wrought with ſome who profeſs the Chriſtian name, 


in oppoſition to the force of thoſe teſtimonies with 
regard to his internal appearance, or manifeſtation 
of himſelf in the hearts of mankind; and to render, 
inadmiſſible the doctrine of an inward and ſpiritual 


communion, the revelation of Light, Life, and 
Good to the ſouls of men, immediately imparted | 


OT : „ £107 
| Rom. x. 10. * Heb. x. 7.1 | Ibid. ix. 28. F Ibid. xil 1. 
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for our redemption and fandication. Th ous 
lead people hems from the flowery paths of Eaſe 
and Speculation, into the arduous one of Practice: 


It would transfer religion from the Herd to the 
Heart; and, in its progreſs, would remove exvry 


obſtacle to the admiſſion of the doctrine of an 


inward and ſpiritual manifeſtation of the Grace of 
ne Lord rm Chriſt. Es 


But there hath et a laabeltahle gefektion eb 
the Life and Spirit of true chriſtianity, wherein the 
Old Man, under all the pomp of Opinion, and 
aſſenting to indubitable truths, (till remains in full 
poſſeſſion of every inordinate love, and his goods 
are at eaſe. A mind diſguiſed with Jacos's Voice, 
and Es 10's Hands, found orthodoxPrinciples, with a 
ſehiſmatic Heart, ingrofs the Formaliſt of all names 


and diſtinctions to religion; the old man being at, 


eaſe with his goods, in a ſtate of ſelf-ſufficiency, 
either rejoicing under a Form, and the falſe ſhade 
of Opinion and regularity of conduct, or in the 


pomp of a ſpecious external appearance; wherein 


ſome continue poſſeſſed of an unhappy tranquility 
| or eaſe of mind, and are endeavouring to build up 
a tabernacle quiet and ſafe, content with 4 Form, 
or depending upon a bare- Belief in the doctrines 
of the chriſtian religion. — But there is a work, 
whereby the Old Earth and the Old Heavens are 


made to ſhake, and mult be removed; which is of 


the adorable mercy and grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, when he thus may reveal himſelf;- 8 
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«Yet once more will 1 late not the arth only, 

« hut alſo HEAVEN T Not only the Earth, no 

only againſt the Inhabitants of the earth; but thi | 
work of God is made conſpicuous in the Awaken- | 
ing of the ungodly, for their converſion from ſin 
and death, unto righteouſneſs and life, Yet once —_ | 
more will I ſhake HEAVEN!“ —'Fhe glorious fpe= , Z ke 
cious Appearances of Truth, and Doctrines recorded - 8 
and aſſented to, but yet not reduced to Expe 1 5 EE 
rience; truths received and confeſſed by the = 
Tongue, but the Heart W from their e 1 
eious influence. | | 


e Yet once more wilt I ſhake not the Eartli only, 
© hut alſo Heaven.” And this word, yet once ore, _ 
ſignifies the x E MOVING of thoſe things which are —_ 
ſhaken. And undoubtedly the Grace of our Lord Mn 
Jefus Chriſt, in its manifeſtation, procedure, and . 7750 
effects, would ſhake every falſe reſt in which any 
deluded ſoul may have fixed its repoſe: He would 
ſhake every falſe reſt among thoſe under all names 
and diſtinctions to religion, who are truſting in 
Name and in Form, without the Po WER, or an 
experience of its virtual effects upon the ſoul; 
theſe all appertain to one family: and not only 
ſo, but he would ſhake every falſe reſt, yea and the 
FOUNDATION, of thoſe who are building upon a 
Profeſffion, and upon the Apoſtles Teſimony of Jeſus 
Chriſt; beeauſe they are only building upon the 
Credibility of thoſe truths, yet cannot experimen- 
i tally 
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rally. ſay, e the Grace of our Lord Jefus, 


* We acknowledge the Truth, according to God- | 


Aae *, 32 


: 1 0a that ate of the World, come "hon alſo to 
a houſe fortified with Opinion, and are ſupporting 


themſelves in having obtained a clear, full, and 


conciſe knowledge of the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion. But there is a Power that will ſearch 
every falſe foundation, and overturn every ſuperfi- i 


cial dependence on Human Production, that is 
inconſiſtent with the uniform tendency of his ſacred 


Law, faſhioned upon the plan of unchangeable, 
everlaſting Wiſdom.—-It is not of Man, or by Man, 


but proceeds from the Grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, whereby thoſe truths are brought home to 


the Hearts of mankind. The gracious effects of 
his powerful working, are manifeſted to bring us 
58 from a ſtate of falſe dependence, that we 

humbly and experientially acknowledge, 


60 410 God is my Salvation, and my Glory, the 


Rock of my . +: in God alone is my. 


17 truſt. ” 


But * the Strong Man,” armed with Oeiniox 


and BE: IE, has nevertheleſs been purſuing viti- 
_ ated Apeations; ; which people have endeavoured to 
retain, and gloſſed over with a ſpecious lofty Pro- 

feſſion ; z 1957 n to the truths handed forth 


from 
. Titus i. 1. +e Plal. lxii. 7. 5 
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_—_— 
from the experience of others, but unreduced to 
E in themſelves. 


« While the "ROW man armed keeps the Palace 
« the things that he poſſeſſeth are in peace *; ; 


© until a ſtronger than he overcome, and caft bim > 


« out with all his goods.“ All thoſe things that 
are inconſiſtent with the holineſs and purity of the 
Divine Nature, which are pointed clearly out, and 
may be underſtood, by the declaration of our Lord 
ane n the Church, wherein © every plant that 


4 1s not of my heavenly Father's right hand plant- 


ing, ſhall be rooted out g. What would then 
become of all thoſe things, which a miſtaken judg- 
ment calls © but little things?“ Of the Pleaſures 
and Amuſements of the preſent age, invented by 
the ſons of diſſipation, who add wings to their 
moments, and are carried forward with rapidity 

through time, unprepared, to a final judgment ? 
What a multiplicity of thoſe things which are 
© not of the Father, but of the World that lies in 
« wickedneſs + :” things of which I ſhall not now 
particularly ſpeak; but they are ſuch as have no 
life in the LIFE of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Man, 
but are ever Enemies to it, while the affections are 
earthly, and confined to this world, however the 
partiality of deluded minds may think to ſeek a 


reſource, and attempt to obviate the ſeeming Ri- 


gours of the goſpel, or find for themſelves an, eaſier 
and more flexible wa ay, by reſting upon a mere 


B 2 " Belief 


* Luke xi 21. § Mat. xv. 13. + 1 John v. 19. 
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Belief of Sy lens (the Goods belonging to the ſtrong 


man armed) wherein they endeavour to ſupport 
themſelves, and are high in Profeſſion, but weak 
reſpecting Practice! A ſpecies. of Deviation from 
the Power of Truth proceeding from the Grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which would fearch the 
ſecrets of every heart! It would open to the view 
of the attentive mind their nature, and the ſitua- 
tion they are in; what is of God, and what is not 


of God; what is pure, and what 3 is impure: It 
would ever prove a more deciſive teſt in all our 
actions, a more certain criterion in our conduct 


through life, than it is to be feared the generality 
of Chriſtian Profellors have attained, and which it 
is abſolutely impoſſible for the Strong Man armed 
to produce, with all his ſeeming Sanctity of the 


Fleſh, or ſtrenuous ſupport of Belief, and a multi- 


tude of external performances; notwithſtanding he 
may endeavour to plead for the Law and the 
* Commandment,” and think thereby to attain the 
mark of Chriſt's followers, who © walk therein all 
e * the days of their uy es,” 


But although thay. are thus lifted up in 1 
minds, there is an Omniſcient and Omnipreſent 
BEING, who cannot be deceived or impoſed upon; 


and it is impoſſible to invalidate that invariable 


obligation to live under the Power of the Croſs of 
Chrift, however they may endeavour to find meats, 
by profeſſing his Name without: taking up a Cros 
to the * pleaſures and purſuits of this 
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C033 
world, or attribute to themſelves the merits of his 
death, without a death unto. ſin, and a new birth 


unto righteouſneſs, wherein alone we are made par- 
takers of an everlaſting glory, - 


8 

I bann you by . * 3 n of b Thy Ip 
the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that every one 4 
may endeavour to cultivate in your minds a living il 
Senſe of Religion; and that we may all experience 1 
the purity and ſanctity of its nature to operatein 
our hearts; and as members of one Family, tho* _ i 
diſtinguiſhed by various Names, we may continue —_ 
as Brethren and Fellow-pilgrims, in our paſſage 1 
through the wilderneſs of this world, to an endleſs ; 
Glory; that we may run with patience the arduous 1 


race, although through diſtreſs of temptation and 1 


probation, to an inheritance incorruptible, unde- "Xl 
filed, and that fadeth not away, | 


I beſeech you by the Mercies of God, by every ' - n_ 
powerful motive, in the language of Love, the 1 
Love of God, which lives in my heart, lay hold * 
of the Grace of our Lord Jeſus: Chriſt; by which 
alone our hearts and minds can experimentally 
acknowledge, that it is by the virtue of it we are 
cle nſed, purified, and redeemed from the polluti- 
ons and defilements of the world; and whereby 


we become faſhioned in the mg of ehe 
and true halineſß, 
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Ew. 


Let us next conſider the Grace of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt as offered for our REDEMPTION. 


And 1 have no doubt of its being acknowledged, 


by all who have any underſtanding of the nature 
of True Chriſtianity, or care about their immortal 
ſouls, ' that the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


manifeſtly leads to the doctrine of © Repentance 
from dead works, and of Faith towards God" 
to a redemption of the ſoul from death, hell, and 


the grave; conſequently, from tliat ſtate of puniſh- 
ment due to ſinners, where the ungodly receive the 


reward of their diſobedience :---Neither have I any 
doubt of our being accompanied herein by a 


cloud of witneſſes, who feel the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and know. the force and autho- 


44 rity of thoſe teſtimonies concerning it. And let us 


take along with us the knowledge which the apoſtles 
and- primitive believers had of the Chriſtian: Re- 
demption and Doctrine in their times, that“ the 


«© Grace of God, that brings ſalvation, hath ap- 


e peared to ALL men; teaching us, that denying 


© ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, we fhould live 


“ ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 


<« world; looking for that bleſſed hope, and glori- 
“ ous appearance, of the Grace of God, through 


« our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, 
© that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
“ purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 


„good works 6.” This is the redemption propoſed . 


by the Goſpel, which commands our aſſent, and 
ö will 


$ Titus ii. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
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will remain obligatory throughgst! all a ages of the 
Chriſten diſpenſation. | | 3 


But there has been a claim to Redemption, intro- 


duced in the Apoſtaſy from the LIF E of Religion, 
maintained amongſt profeſſors under various names, 
who plead the Impoſſibility of being redeemed from 


the Power of Sin ;---a Redemption from the Penalty, 


but not from the Commiſſion a Redemption 


from the Puniſhment without a Victory over the 


tranſgreſſing nature: And herein the myſtery of 


unrighteouſneſs hath powerfully wrought, and ſtill 
works, thus to ſubſtitute Names for Things, Sounds 
inſtead of Subſtance; and a Profeſſion inſtead of a 


lively Poſſeſſion of its powerful and virtual effects 
* the mind. But it is a Redemption from 


« all iniquity,” whereby alone he will © purify 2 


« unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
“ works.” 


“Thou ſhalt call his name JE sus, for he ſhall 
« fave his people from their Sins * From the 
Worldly Nature, and from the Corruptions and 
Defilements in the world.--A Redemption from the 
Power of Sin; wherein we are ſanctiſied, and 


juſtified, in the ſighs of God, and are prepared for. - 


an admiſſion into the kingdom of heaven, as we 
are poſſeſſed of this efficacious redemption : It is 
like unto a little Leaven, which a“ woman took: 
* and hid in three meaſures of meal . It was. 
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: a i, dt I Ibid: xiii. 33. 
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(6) 
operative ;--and being diffuſed through the cher 


meaſures of meal there was a real, inherent Change, 


or partaking of its own Nature 24 change effected 


by the pow erful diffuſion of that leavening Virtue. 
1 


Pn 1s is * Redemption of jelus Chriſt 4 Re- | 


demption effected by the Grace of our Lord Jefus 


Chriſt.—It conſiſts not in the Strength, or Change, 
of Opinions, or a formal Conception but as we 


experience a gradual progreſſion from glory to 


lory, and from one degree of ſimilitude, or re- 


mblance, of the Divine Image to another, until 


we attain a victory here, and the conſummation ol 
a in a PIE ſtats. 


To. N # 


F apprehend this; is the genuine nature of Chriſta 


Redemption, as propoſed by the Goſpel, which will 
ftand the teſt, and bring forth the glorious fruits of 


« RIGHT. EOUSNESS, PEACE, and 70 in the 
« HoLY GHOST; and wherein he will refine, 


and purify unto himſelf, a e people, zealous 


of you works. 


We are not to aſcribe or attribute to ourſelves 
any Merit of Works, as performed in the ſtrength 
of a natural Underſtanding, or from any religious 
Attainments; but ever to retain a conſciouſneſs of 


our inability ; as knowing nothing belongs to us as 


Creatures, but << Bluſhing and Confuſion of Faces,” 


and that our ions TOWArGs perfection proceeds 
from 


Dan. ix. 7. 
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T9 
from. the aſſiſtance diſpenſed of his unbounded 


mercy and grace; as faith the apoſtle, © It is by 
« the Grace of God I am what. I am; and his 


'« Grace, which is in me, was not in vain; but I 


2 laboured more abundantly than they all; yet not 
«I, buy the r of God which is in me. I 


1 have no doubt that many of your minds, 
under various names and diſtinctions to religion, 
have been at times touched with a feeling ſenſe of 


the nature and excellency of true chriſtian ty; 
with a blefſed ſenſe of it, proceeding from the 


Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.— May vou 
follow on, as to experience a further progreſs in its 
efficacious operation upon your minds, and u itneſs 


its Leavening Virtue into its own Nature, drawing 


you from the temper and defilements of the world, 


by a transformation of your minds from dead 


works, to ſerve the living God! wherein you 


would truly experience an increaſe in ſtrength, de- 


rived from him to whom “ all Power is given 4,” 
power to effect every excellent purpoſe, and fill up 
to you all thoſe relative attributes which are inſe- 
parable from the Divine Nature; and wherein he 


15 mercifully communicating an holy evidence of ; 


raith in the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; i 


faith in © things not ſeen, the ſubſtance of thing 


« hoped for 5.“ 
| 8 = May 
” 1 Cor, xv. 10. 1 Mat. xxvili. 18. $ Heb. xi. 1. 


i 


5 
. 
8 EE 
8 


Oe n " * * 2 * . . 
e cc * * 
RRR * 
* 
oo, ? a . F 


| . 
May ve be engaged in an humble dependence, 
and aweful worſhip, before the God of heaven and 


earth! continually contemplate him in his adorable 
perfections, as the Father and Fountain of all our 


mercies; and faithfully regard every part of our 
duty in bringing * Glory to God,” propoſed as the 


Mark of Redemption and Reconciliation, through 


the Merits and Medifation of a crucified Saviour; 
„ who gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem 


* us from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 
* peculiar people, zealous of good works.” —In this 
manner we become members of his ſacred Militant 


Church on Earth; and are entering upon the path 


to the Triumphant Church in Heaven. 


We were made a little lower than the ninth 
and intended to partake in the fruition of happineſs 


with the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, in the 
general aſſembly of the firſt-born ſons of God. 
And I have no doubt but he will ſtill beautify his 


footſtool by the gift of his Grace, the Grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, proceeding from hienelf, 


the Author and Fountain of good, and of /every 
perfect work, whereunto we are called by hjs Spirit, 


and become united in memberſhip with his ſancti- 


fied church and family: So that having filled up 


the meaſure of our days in the world, we may. 
finally receive the beatific reward of an endleſs life 


with the juſt of all generations. 


I have 


faithfi 
labour 
the C 


( 19 ) 


| 18 no doubt of the poſſibility of Acceſs to 
the Father while cloathed with mortality, through 
the mediation and interceſſion of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.— But it is as we admit his 


Spirit to operate in our minds to prepare us for 


acceſs, an duly agent to che aſſiſtance afforded us. 


« May Fi Grace of our Lond Jeſus Chriſt be 
« with you all, always! May you be built up in 
his Grace, and continue engaged! in the contempla- 
tion of his adorable perfections! the infinite Kind; 
neſs and Goodneſs of God! the excellency and 


purity of the Chriſtian Nature! and, by a ſepara- 


tion from the world, obtain a well- grounded hope 
* that he may be with you all, always, Amen.” 


Yet notwithſtanding an happy advancement may | 
be known, a ſtate of humble Watchfulneſs is our 


duty, and our ſafety, — I cannot join with the opi- 


nion of thoſe, who maintain the doctrine of once 
in Grace, ever in Grace.“ —I believe that it is 
poſſible for thoſe who have been viſited with a mea · 


ſure and manifeſtation of the Grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that have © taſted the good word of 
* life, and of the powers of the world to come , 
to fall away. lt is neceſſary to continue in a ſtate 


of Daily Dependence on Divine Strength, for our 
faithful perſeverance in the uniform progreſſive 


labour of a chriſtian life, and a daily walking with 
the God of our lives, to preſerve us from evil.--- 


+ Heb. vi. s. 
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The apoſtle, who ſeemed to entertain a Fequiſite 
diffidence with regard to himſelf, perceived the 


neceſſi ity of a Continuance in the Communion of 
Grace, in order to a happy concluſion; and was 


cautious, while he was preaching" to others, leſt 


1 himſelf ſhould become a caſt-away . Let us, 
therefore, not content ourſelves that we begin and 
run well for a Segen; but retain upon our minds 
a living SE Ns E of religion, cloathed with native 
ſimplicity and purity, 1 n the (tore 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 6 4 


a The Grace of our r Lord 2 r ib Low 
of ow | 


He hath p hol us, and e his InCon- 
ceivable favour towiitle us, that he hath not dealt 


with us according to our Merits, but of his free 
and unmerited GRACE, that we might become 
heirs of an endleſs inheritance in glory! * God / 


te Toved the world, that he ſent his own Son into 


"© the world to be a Li6nrT to the World; a Light 
e to enlighten the Gentiles, and to be his Salvation 
eto the ends of the earth g. At is this heavenly 


Love, the Love of God, that is the grand and 
Baan cement of his family, both here and here» 
after : wherein we are united to him, and in fel- 


lowſhip one with another, It binds all into an 


uniform conſiſtency, both in heaven and earth. 


| Many other objects of our love are local and 


temporary, 


21 Cor. ix. 27. 7 Acts xiii. 47. 


* 
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temporary, limitted to Time and Place, or con- 
fined to this world, and to the things that are in 


ir: but the Love of GOD is an endleſs command- 


ment. It is CHARIT I; that divine Charity, that 
will remain when teſtimonies ſhall ceaſe, and decla- 
rations come to an end; in a participation whereof 
we ſhall ſtill continue to join in holy worſhip and 


adoration unto God, the Author of our being, 


It is in the enjoyment of this divine and ardent 
Charity, that the celeſtial inhabitants in the realms 
of light receive the ſacred Emanations of Love, 
and enjoy the Favour of God in a participation of 
thoſe ineffable pleaſures which it yields to the glo- 


riſied aſſembly of ſaints in bliſs,--And, indeed, it 


ſeems to me to be the grand Source of all happintf; 


and duty; happineſs in heaven, as well as perfecti- 


3; 


on of wiſdom to the ſons * men, derived from 
thoſe gracious relative attributes of the Divinity 
wherein he is mercifully communicating the eſſen- 
tial part of his own Nature, being, in Himſelf, 


_ © altogether lovely,” conſummate in the perfection 


of holineſs, and unparallelled in wiſdom !-—wherein 
ye are ſometimes favoured with the fruition of his 


Love, meafurably imparted, to our comfort and 


unſpeakable joy, infinitely ſuperior to all that this 
world can afford, and which will remain, when 
the elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, the 
< earth alſo, and the works that are therein, ſhall 
* be burnt up $-"-—The Grace of our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and the Love of God, will then open unto 
the ſoul that glorious proſpect of unutterable, 
inconceivable happineſs, which is the proviſion of 
God for the righteous, and thoſe who faithfully 
perſevere to a peaceful and py" 0 br we 


It is by virtue of the Grace amt Live of God 


that we are enabled to advance in a proper pro- 
greſſion through the various ſteps of a religious 


life; and which would kindle an ardour of affection 


in the mind, vith deſires for a continued ſupply of 
that heavenly virtue, which nouriſhes the. ſoul up 
unto eternal Life. A Want of this, makes us bow 
to the god of this world, and to things that are in 
it.---The love of Money, Riches, and the Praiſe of 
Men; which with various powers of ſeduction are 


preſented to our view, and our proſpects are bound · 


ed by the narrow conceptions of an Earthly Mind. 
It is a love of thoſe things, which obſtructs the 
progreſs of religion.---A ſecret deviation from the 
Love of God to a Love of this World, has pre- 


vailed in many.—But how can it be otherwiſe, | 
ſince like will ever aſſimilate with its like? And 
while the BOD is terreſtrial, the LO Rx is ter- 


reſtrial, and the body will continue engaged in the 


purſuit of earthly things. For every mind will 
attend to its Similitude. And while the Body is 


terreſtrial, the Glory will remain terreſtrial, how- 
ever it may aſſume a reſemblance to matters of 4 


higher nature, and ſuperior importance. Vet while 


the Chery is earthly, our Vieus earthly, and con- 
1 r a fined 


ab os ve” 
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fined to the edits and purſuits of this world, 
our Aſectious are earthly, and we are rendered in- 


capable of that Love, which is of a divine and 
heavenly nature, | 


A terreſtrial love preſides and is prevalent in the 


minds of many; which has obſtructed the power 
of truth, and been the cauſe of feeble purpeſes and 
feeble efforts, enfeebled minds with irreſolute inten- 


lions, and proved the occaſion of a defection 
amongſt Chriſtian profeſſors, who have been deſi- 


rous to form ſomething more amiable and agreea- 
ble, or better adapted to their natural inclinations. 
But there is a deficiency in their Love, a waver- 
ing in Affection, a diviſion of Love, which is the 
cauſe of weakneſs and incapacity to make a proper 
advancement in a Chriſtian life, or improvement 
in the progreſſive work of religion upon the ſoul. 
For, as I have hinted, while the Bo p v is terreſtrial, 
the GLo RY is rerreſtrial, until we are created anew 
in Chriſt Jeſus, unto righteouſneſs; wherein our 
minds will become cloathed with a celgſtial glory, 
and by the power of Divine Grace, be ſet above 


every earthly love: And then the Love of Goo 


will prevail in our minds, and we ſhall attain an 
experience of additional ſtrength, ſteadily to perſe- 
vere in the arduous warfare of a Chriſtian Life. 
And the Glory being celeſtial, our views are cir- 
cumſcribed within the limits of an heavenly love, 
wherein we are lifted up to God, being renewed in 


the 
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me ſpirit of our minds, and enabled to travel on 
towards the glorious city of the ſaints ſolemnity. 


i 


But it is a deficiency of Love, it is a cleaving to 


other things, inconſiſtent with the purity of the 
Divine Nature, that has flain ten thouſands !—-A 


ſecret defection of Heart, which no human eye 
hath been privy to, has ſlain more than open Pro- 
phanity !---A. degeneracy of Heart, a ſecret ſliding 


from the Covenant of Life, in thoſe who are turn 
ing aſide into the path of irreligion, and a mental 


deviation frompthe purity of nature, and holineſs; 
the neceſſary requiſite to an union and divine par- 
ticipation in the Love of God. 


I think it is ſaid with very great propriety, that 


< the love of money is the root of all evil; which | 
while ſome have luſted after, they have. erred 


“ from the faith, and pierced themſelves through 
(c with many {ſorrows *. But though it may ſeem 


to many not needful to tell of theſe things, me- 


thinks it is applicable to ſome in theſe days who 
would be deemed Men of God: and for whom I 


with, as for myſelf, that when the heavens ſhall roll 


back as a ſcroll, and eternity ſhall open upon us, 
when our views of theſe lower objects ſhall vanifh 


and diſappear, when the Arch-angel's trump ſhall 


ſound to judgment, and a righteous retribution is 


made, we may be found men of God — But, Oo 5 
« Man. of God,” that haſt theſe things in view, 


think 


> L Tim. vi. 10. 
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think on the . proſpect of infinite happi- 
neſs, the reward of obedience, and. flee theſe 


« things.” Flee the glory and ſplendor of this 
tranſient world; continue to follow after righteouf- 
neſs, godlineſs, faith, love, patience, meekneſs; 
fight the good fight of faith, lay: hold on eternal- 


lite, whereunto thou art called, and haſt profeſſed 
a good profeſſion before many witneſſes. 


- This is the language of the Love of God to this 


, aſſembly, that we may be found © Men of God,” 


V uhen all the glory of this world, with its ſplendor 


and dependencies, ſhall come to a concluſion; that 
when every human aid ſhall yaniſh, and no worldly 


aſſiſtance is near, the Love of- God may cover our 
ſpirits in all our trials; that when every human 


help is totally ſuſpended, we may continue to feel 
the effecis of his mercy and goodneſs happily to 


ſpread in our minds, to their edification and un- 


ſpeakable joy. Herein we receive a divine evidence 
of love, communicated from that boundleſs Source 
of unutterable Grace wherewith he has viſited us, 


in order to dwell in our hearts, or that He may, 


* dwell in us richly.” And thus we are brought to 
diſcern the beauty of holineſs, the uniformity of 
love, to open the mind beyond the contracted view. 
of human powers, into the glorious fruition of di- 
vine eſſential Love, the Love of God, that would 
thus dwell in our hearts and minds; and then we 

may witneſs him to be © with us all, always. Amen.” 
He will be a light to our paths, and an aid at 
„„ hand 
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hand, while we are travelling Mena the vatious i | 


Kificultics and probations in life. May the Shep- 
herd of Iſrael, who ſleeps not by day, nor flum- 


«* bers by night, ” attend you: and may we place 


our whole dependance upon him, as our ſupport 
and all-ſufficient Mgt in every needful time! 


And 8 youth vyou that are entering 
upon the, ſtage of active life, be ever vigilantly 


concerned to improve the preſent moments, and 
that you may build beyond the habitation of ſor« 


row; that all the high places may be removed, and 


your minds become repleniſhed with true con-ola- 
tion.—And as you are not always to expect one 
uniform joyous ſcene, but clouds of darkneſs ſomes 
times interrupt the proſpects of pleaſure, in your 
pilgrimage through life, prepare your minds, by 
zealouſly endeavouring after the Love of God; 
and wait to know, in yourſelves, the unfpeakable 
advantage of his heavenly aid and aſſiſtance, offered 
to conduct you through the various ſcenes of mor- 
tality, to the righteous and awful preſence of the 
Judge of heaven ard earth; which will continue to 
ſuſtain you, when no human conſolation can afford 
relief; even when your offences appear as a flood, 
ſurrounded with temptation and diſtreſs, and you 
are ready to cry out, © who ſhall deliver me from 
* tne wrath of an offended Creator!“ In this ſtate 
of anxious ſolicitude, your heavenly Father is 
mercifully pleaſed to ariſe, and adminiſter relief to 


ſuch, who are thus“ hungering and thirſting after 
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E righteouſneſs ” and the cup of life and ſalvation 5 


is handed to their comfort, frm the golorious 
Helper, that in .. . ſtrength you may be enabled to 


ſtand unſhaken in the troublous time And it is 
to theſe he waits to be gracious; a helper at hand, 
from whom proceeds every power to aſſiſt, and 
every attribute of merey, kindneſs, goodneſs, 
and adorable condeſcenſion, are graciouſly dif- 
penſed to the ſons of men, wherein they are eſta- 
bliſhed in rightcouſnels and true holineſs. 


8 He ie the mountains, aw they melt :” 
every obſtruction that would hinder the progreſs or 


advancement of this divine, eſſential, efficacious | 


work of redemption upon the ſoul, muſt be re- 


moved; every unavailing connexion muſt give 
1915 to the ties of an ardent and ee Love. 


Ile touches the mountains, and they melt; 
© the everlaſting. hills, they bow at his preſence.” 
In his mercy we experience the removing of thoſe 
things, that oppoſe or prevent an increaſe in the 
knowledge of God, or of the things appertaining 
to our everlaſting peace; in order that the exerciſed 
pilgrim in his progreſs may receive additional 
ſtrength, to run with alacrity the race of a chriſti- 
an life, and finally attain an happy union with 
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a EX It is the glorious benefits proceeding from the 
Ee Love of God, which 1 earneſtly intreat that the 
bY youth, of all names and diſtinctions to religion, 
5 may carefully ſeek, and avail yourſelves of, that 
Hz may be with you through the various ſteps of 
a probationary life. And though you may ſome- 
times have to travel in the exerciſed path of temp- 
tation and anxious diſtreſs, continue in hope, and 
you will feel his LicarT to ariſe in your hearts, 
and witneſs an inward reſurrection unto LirE; 
that Life that will never fade, but will remain, 
when every tender and lawful connexion can no 
longer comfort, but muſt ſoon be diſſolved, and 
the ſympathy one for another ſhall be ineffectual 
to deliver. All the tender connexions in life are is inc 
but of uncertain duration, and upon them all this from 
inſcription is wrote, They ſhall ſhortly periſh;“ Te 
but the Love of GOD never fades - Alt is conti- eie 
nued from generation to generation, and will re- Utter 
main when Lime ſhall be ſwallowed up in Eternity: < th: 
lt is this wherein we taſte of the Goodneſs ot „tage 
God, and are made to drink the cup of hfe and 
ſalvation, and have to rejoice in the unſpeakable All 
fruition of happineſs it affords to the ſanctified in fade; 
heart, who in future time, as well as the Preſent, which 
vill have to ſay, © Spring up, O well, and we will know 
15 ſing unto thee; it will remain an enduring of Gn 
3 portion to the Ranſomed in Jacob, and to the Re- fſandktit 
_ deemed in lirael ; and will be an excellent coinfor- ceedin 


8 ter in the time of probation and exerciſe, through it {pr 
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through, the Glent ſteps of anxiety and rover ane, 
known to none but G0 ang thy own Soul. 


HE knows 410 things, by 1506 merciful aid 
we are ſuſtained through © the Regions of the 
©« ſhadow of Death,” when every unavailing rela- 
tion or human dependancy ſhall diſappear and 


come to an end. What ther, can ſuſtain us, but 


the Love of God ?---It is that which covers the 
head in the day of battle; and which I would re- 
commend, with a feryent affection, tor you who 


are the hopes of the preſent age, that you ardently- 


_ endeavour after the Love of God, that will never 
decreaſe with age; it enlarges upon the mind, and 
is increaſed with an increaſe of Love: It proceeds 
from the THRRONE of God, and ſpreads from the 
IThreſhold of his Houſe : Ir is continued through 
the Courts of his Sanctuary, and reaches to the 
Uttermoſt Part of the Earth; and is as a“ River, 


« the Streams Om make glad the whole Heri- 


« tage of God.“ 


All the 3 and ſplendour of the world will 
fade; and the excellency of tempo al enjoyments, 
which are the portion of uncertainty, ſhail ſhortly 
know their time and place no more: But the Love 
of God, flowing from Himſelf, returns upon the 
ſanclified ſoul as a River that never pajeth by, pro- 
ceeding from the inexhauſtible Sourct of Love: 
it ſpreads through the various ſtates of mankind, 


and is aug throughout the ſpiritual creation of 
| his 
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His Son, unlimited as Eternity! A degree of which 


I feel upon my mind for this aſſembly, with an ai - 


dency that cannot be expreſſed, © that he may be 
K with you All, always. 


Amen!“ For the Love 
of God imparted to the ſanctified Soul, and a por- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt, and Divine Approbation 
in Communion, hath been ſuch, as © Eye hath not 
* ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
the heart of man to conceive the good things 
that God hath in ſore for them that love him.“ 


III. The Grace of our Lord Teſus Cbriſt, the 


Love of God, and {he Communion of the wy. | 


Ghoſt, 


'This 1s the bond Wat bind and wherein we are 


united to God, and know it to be a Well ſpringing 


up unto Eternal Life.—-It is not in External Helps, 
nor in the agreement of Words, neither is it in the 
Conſent of Doctrine, or in fine- ſpun regular Sy- 


ſtems, to conſtitute a Communion of the Holy 


Ghoſt.” But it is as we are admitted to a facred 
repaſt in the divine © Banquetting-houſe,” (wherein 
we offer the- oblation of Worſhip, a Cloud of In- 


cenſe, ariſing from hearts prepared by the Grace 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in the love of God,) 
that we are advanced to-a divine Communion of 
the Holy Ghoſt. A conimunion not reſtrained to 


any Diſtinction or Profeſſion: of People, but ex- 
tended to all ſuch as experience an union and fel- 
Jowſhip | in Spirit, wherein they are ſometimes lifted 


up 
I 1 Cor. ii. 9. 5 
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3. 
up to the Father of ſpirits, and enabled to ap- 
proach him © in Spirit and in Truth; which has 


often been ſealed with the Love and Approbation 


of God, in a divine manifeſtation of his kindneſs 
and goodneſs to men, © who eat that which is good, 


6 and delight themſelves in fatneſs,” being renewed 
in the ſpirit of their minds, n enabled to lay 


hold on eternal life. 


% 


In this Communion, this unutterable, this in- 


conceivable Communion, many have found their 


6 Strength to be renewed,” and their Hearts en- 


oaged | in the ſolemn Worſhip of God, the Author 


of their being: A communion inexpreſſible in its 


nature! May thoſe minds, who have attained this 


happy een continue therein 1 in all humility 


and Pry, 


It is a Communion in Spirit, wherein the ſancti- 


fied ſoul approaches the Author of ſpirits with a 


Sacrifice in {pirit, . when the ſacrifice of Words ſhall 
fail.--For there is a Communion which Language 
cannot expreſs ! A Worſhip that wants not the aid 
of WY, ords, nor is to be defined by an Harmony of 
Sounds, in. which we approach the ſacred Author 
of unutterable Love! b | 


When there was * Silence in Heaven for about 

* the Space of Half an Hour; * when tke Vocal 
* Tribute of Holy, Holy, Holy,” and the Halle- 
lujahs of ſanctified Spirits in endleſs felicity were 
$0 | | ee, 


* Rev. viii. 1. 
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= vc ( 32 ) 
| | ſuſpended, their /// orſbip continued in awful, holy, _— 
ſolemn, inconceivable SILENCE ! It was a Rap- 
turous Adoration, too copious for Language to ex- 

preſs! A Cloud of Incenſe, before the Throne of Th 

immaculate Purity and Love !---May our minds be 

gathered to it, let our Nam: or Profeſſion to Re- 

ligion be what it may! and may we experience 

this Divine Communion of Saints, and deeply | 70 / 

ponder God's s unbounded Love, in ſolemn Silence! os 
For there is no Power of Eloquence can ſuffici- 

ently acknowledge the Obligation and Reverence - 

we owe HIS Infinite MA]IEST Y, who fills heaven 

and earth with his glory and goodneſs !---Bur let 
us look up unto him, and wait to be prepared 
for it; for © they that wait upon the Lord ſhall 
« renew their ſtrength ;””—-wherein we may experi- 
ence a conſtant advancement from Grace to Grace, 
until we attain the glorious end propoſed by this 
lively animating ſalutation (which I wiſh for you 
as for myſelf.) 'The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, TI 
« the Love of God, and the Communion of the derne 
Holy Ghoſt, be with you all, always. Amen.“ rollin 
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The Subſante of a Few Expreſſions delivered by | 


SAMUEL FOTHERGILL 


To ſome of his Relations, when they took Leave of 
him, on the 3oth of the Fifth Month, 1772, pre- 
vious to their ſetting out for the T early Meeting 
in London, vix. 
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UR Health is no more at our Command, than 
length of Days :——mine ſeems drawing faſt 
towards a Concluſion, I think: but Jam con- 
tent with every Allotment of Providence, for the 1 
are all in FO | 
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There is ons Tarn, which, as an Arm un- 
derneath, bears up and ſupports; and though the 
rolling tempeſtuous Billows ſurround, yet my Head 
i; kept above them, and my Feet are firmly eſtab- 
liſned Oh! ſeek it. preſs after it, lay faſt 
hold of it. 
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Though oatfifall i my Nights, : and weariſome my 
Days, yet I am preſerved in Patience and Reſigna- —_ 
tion.——Death has no Terrors, -nor will the Grave —_ 


E have 


-, as ACTS i 
OA e eee 


| unerring Wiſdom. 7 = | 


„ 


have any Victory. My Soul rumphs over 
Death, Hell, and the Grave. 


Huſbands' and Wives, Parents and Children, 


Health and Riches, muſt all go——Dy/apprintmen 
is another Name for them, | 


I ſhould have been thankful had 1 been able to 
have got to the enſuing Yearly Meeting in London, 
which you are now going to attend, where 1 have 
been ſo often refreſhed with my Brethren; but it is 


otherwiſe allotted——-1 ſhall remember them, and 
ſome of them will remember me — The Land 


knows beſt, what is beſt for us; I am content, 
and reſigned to his Will. 


I feel a Foretaſte of the Joy that is to come; 


and who would with to change ſuch a State of 


Mind! ? 


I ſhould be glad if an eaſy Channel could be 
found to inform the Vearly Meeting, that as I have 


lived, fo I ſhall cloſe with the moſt unſhaken Aſſu- 
rance that we have not followed cunningly deviſed 
Fables, but the pure, living, eternal Subſtance. 


Let the aged be ſtrong; let the middle-aged be 
animated, and the Youth encouraged; for the Lord 
is ſtill with Sion; the Lord will bleſs Sion! 
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Err 
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„ 
If I be now removed out of his Church Militant, 
where J have endeavoured in ſome Meaſure to fill 


up my Duty, I have an EvipENcE that I ſhall 


gain an Admittance into his glorious Church Tri- 
umphant, far above the Heavens. 


My dear love is to all them that love the Lord 


Jefus. | 


Di #; 


— — LW 


Samuel Fothergill departed -this Life the 1 5th of 


the Sixth Month, 1772, in the 5gth Year of his 


Age; and the above Expreſſions were read in the 
Vearly Meeting at or near the Concluſion thereof. 
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Erratum, page 18, Line 8, for Meditation read Mediation. 


ee 
3 ee. 


TERS fd EP, 
— Een wy 


wn moe ab 2 4 70 f 8 N L 5 7 no * + & 2 
5 r n D en 1 Es "ET 82 J x 
P gs — 1 s 2 —— e 
r BET _ * 2 8 e 4», Vu In , oz * 10 4 2 g 8 W 2 N IN 1 

3 4 n ANGST LIT RARE FE WS» ROC | =o e n 7 ; 1 * 
OT HADLA 2 ee CHEE IT ory» of, og LIST . 
ay, I . 8 F "Bo . 5 p [ITT IST IS; wo 5 4 

e 5 * 9 N 5 * 3 Rs Wo; 

. e r 8 . e 

l 1 * * * # mY 8 wor GLAS - 
* Ns r ' OI 
= D | 3 q a 1 


1 e Oy! 
. 
858 


r e 8 
4 n * ** 6 n EA 

E ty tw N r 

TY \ „ 
* ag 56 0 * 
. n 
N I. 1 AD Fer: 
SF TRL IIS ery ce, 
c 
FU eee 
F * 7 
F 4 


WY 
7 


42 x ö 3 a F 
3 RY ny RYE 0 1* be 
eee a on 9 nt 


15 Jy 64 Sold by the Printer hereof. 


. Two Diſcourſes and a Prayer, publickly del. 
vered on Sunday the 17th and Tue/day the 19th 


Days of May, 1767, at the Quakers Yeatly Meet- 
ing in Briſtol. The whole taken down in Characters, 


by a Member of the Church of England. To 


which is added a Preface. Price 127 


a. T he Prayer of Agur, illuſtrated 3 in a Funeral-. 


diſcourſe; and the Advantages reſulting from an 
Early and Steadfaſt Piety, preached Extempore; 
the firſt at the Fryer's Meeting in Briftol, the latter 


at the Quarterly-Meeting at French-Hay : By the 


Author of two Diſcourſes and a Prayer, and taken 
down 1 in Characters by che ſame Hand. Price * 
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ADVERTISEMEN T, 


Prefixed to the London Edition. 


families belonging to that meeting, 


was printed at Rhode--Iſland i in the 


year 1773; and many who have per- | 


_ uſed it being deſirous it might be re- 


printed in England, the Editor, in 
order to render it more extenſively 


uſeful, has complied. with their | rer 


| queſt. 


Itis tim but ſome may ob- - 
ject to the preſent publication, on ac- 
count of its having been preached to a 
ſelect meeting at the concluſion of a 
private viſit to the members of it: 


but let it be remembered, that it has 
already been in print N years, 


R 2 5 America; i 


HE follewing Sermon, which 
was preached at Han een, 
at whe cloſe of a religious viſit to the 


and Alpe through many parts of 
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preacher ſets out 
in ſuch general terms, as convey an 


idea that the purport of what he was 
about to deliver, was not merely cir- 
cumſcribed within the narrow limits 
of that particular meeting. And that 
it may tend to promote and increaſe 
that inward piety and practical reli- 
gion which it ſo 1 enforces, 
the ſincere Wie 7: 1927-82 
The EDTTQK 
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N Solemn ſummons, which the Almighty 

Abe through, his prophet, Joel, to 4 
people whom he had owned above all the 
families of the earth, at a time when they 
had revolted and departed from him, has 


been revived in my mind, with an appre- 


henſion that the ſame authority requires the 
republication of it in this day, to a people 


likewiſe highly favoured of him, and who 


have in like manner departed from their 


firſt love. 


| Blew the trumpet in Zion, ſan#tify a faſt, 
call a ſolemn aſſembly ;. gather the people, ſanc- 


tify the congregation, a emble the elders, gather | 5 


the children, and thoſe that ſuck the breafts : 


let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and 


the bride 7 her clojet : let the prieſts, the 
e Lord, weep between: the porch 


and the altar, and let them Jay, Spare thy peo. 
ple, O Lord! and give not thy heritage 70 re- 
proach, that the heathen ſhould rule over them: 


where 


* J 1 
In WE. 4 

Y % 77-6 l > 
N n 4 Dy oh 
£ ens 8 * "4 wi f * th r = N 1 

* Sw". 1 1 * 7 7 * 2 Ty 2 q — N * N * 

TIPPS ES. n FT Bra, *.. 45 y 2 Fe FAS * 1 1 
CC ̃˙ↄ9̃]˙ Vu 2 re he k 
; * | . bo = 5 —_— — — * > 5 p 1 
3 N —_ N 8 % 4 1 5 "228 


ay "£2 NT IRS . T od 
e e eee 


"* 
8 


— 
— ö 2 5 
> 2 2 + * by = 4 
o FRO CRIES N . 
= — TD Pex. s. - 2 
0 fo. * i : 8 
CL, N 2 [OR 
5 8 70 o 4 


Ju 4 

8 

8 BE. 
. 5 8 


a 


ues 


1 , . 

9 — ha 
CCC 
ME. Te W ho n IF, 
7 EAT 

OS 3 Pn ae en I nA 

Wee Ä nnd net 

ORR » $95 So Fr WS SW 

boy 8 N ſn . Y 


8 
n 8 4 
fe 
9 PE ey 
TOS] EUR 
504. 4 4-1 * TIS 
SF £ OLI Ye "i 1 * Fer 
EN Lb he 


1 7 


— ET 


„ 

ä 
3 

heck 


1 3 * 
e 
n 


25 5 
Nn 
ö 


N 
1 Ss 
" 


6% ASERMON preached 
wherefore /hould they Jay among the people, 

Where is their God? Then will the Lord be 
Jealous for bis land, and pity his people. po 


—_—_ As I am about to conclude, perhaps final-„ yo 

1 Iy conclude, my labours among you in this g00 
* quarter, I would query with ſome, with cie 
—_ many that are preſent, whether they have rer 
=_ not heard intelligibly the ſound of the trum- its 
4H pet, calling them with a degree of certainty 1.0 
1 to ariſe and prepare themſelves for the battle? «af; 
| My . brethren and ſiſters, among whom 1 glo 
_ have been conſtrained in the overflowings 7 
_ of the Father's love to labour in a private fro 
—_ capacity, breaking I hope T may ſay, a lit- 1 
— tic bread from houſe to houſe; the everlaſt- gra 
_ ing goſpel has been preached among you, fro 
Ss with all the force of pathetic energy, with cor 
1 all the tenderneſs of divine compaſſion: her 
1 let it not be ineffectual. The goſpel meſ- tru 
_  fage has been delivered with ſuch indubi- ala 
1 table clearneſs, that your judgments have its 
been convinced; you have afſented to the the 
truth as it is in Jeſus: ſuffer not the im- mu 
preſſion it has made upon your minds to be per 
edi eraſett; T. on 
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Far, very far, be it from me to think high- mae 
ly of myſelf, to exalt the officer, the miniſter; wil 
I would not that you ſhould hold any man's tre; 
perſon in eſtimation; I am deeply ſenſible, you 

Joel il. 15, 16, 17, 8 | 
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| that to me © belongs bluſhing and confuſion 5 
of face: but I magnify mine office, and the 
power of him who has ſeen meet to employ 
me therein. I would endeavour to exalt in 
your view, the adorable condeſcenſion and 
oodneſs of the great Author of all our mer- 
cies, in that he has cauſed the trumpet to be 
renewedly ſounded in your borders: hear 
its important meſſage with ſuitable atten- 
tion; let it rouſe and prepare all the ranks 
of the armies of our Iſrael, to engage in the 
glorious cauſe of our God: let the daughter 


of our Zion ariſe from the bed of indolence, ' 


from the lethargic ſtupor of a fatal forgetful- 
neſs, from all the deadening, benumbing 
gratifications of ſenſuality, and ſhake herſelf 
from the duſt of the earth, that ſhe may 
come up to the help of him who hath called 
her with an high and holy calling. The 
trumpet, is blown in her ſtreets, and the 
alarm has been heard by all: Oh! let not 
its language be rendered unintelligible by 
the multiplicity of trivial things, that too 
much abſorb the minds of many. I am fully 
perſuaded, that the gracious viſitation of 
humbling melting goodneſs has been afreſh 
extended to individuals preſent, in, I had al- 
moſt ſaid, a very memorable manner; nor 
will I recal the expreſſion, for if it be not 
treaſured up in your remembrance now for 
your profit and advantage, it will be me- 


morable i in that e period, when every 
: negleQed 
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in a dread hand- writing on the wall againſt 


— us. Let me, therefore, tenderly entreat you, 
—_— with all the warmth of unutterable affeQion, 
. 


= as a brother, as a fellow pilgrim through the 


SE viciflitudes of time, to the unmixed Joys of 
_ an happy eternity, that you will no longer 
= ' neglect the offers of mercy, or turn a deaf 
_ car to the reproofs of inftruction. 


. 


= I feel my mind covered with that bound- 
leſs love, that wiſhes, that ardently deſires, - 


you may, indeed, be wiſe for yourſelves ; 


, „ for although I may be deficient in many 
3 qualifications of a goſpel miniſter, I am not 
wanting: in that pure, diſintereſted love, 


which ſeeks not yours, but you unto the 
Lord. | 9 7 „5 


8 4 
a 1 2 ane 
e 


== Blow the trumpet in Zion, ſanttify a faſt. 


faſt from every of theſe deluſive pleafures 
and flaviſh attachments, that render themind 
inſenſible of good, e 


think, belongs only to a few, and we have 


Y CONE BD ERM ON preached OL 


neglected mercy will appear deeply engtaven i 


If we were but enough attentive to the 
5 * ſound of the trumpet, We 8 ſhould | ſee the ; 
3X : abſolute neceſſity of this ſan aif c d faſt, a 


This branch of the ſummons, ſome may . 


IC - 


0 - 


4. Horflydown. E475 9. 


no ſhare in the duty it enjoins. I confeſs I 
am not of that opinion; I think every in- 
dividual has a ſhare in the inſtruction 


couched in it. 


4 


| Call a ſolenin afſenibhv.. O you active ones! 


ſtop a While in your ſwift careet; make a 


ſolemn pauſe; ſtand collected from everx 


object that can gratify or delight the ſenſual 


part; labour diligently to aſſemble all the 
powers and faculties of the ſoul that they 
may be ſanQified by him who gave them. 


believe there is no uſeleſs, dead, inactive 


member in the church of God; and thoſe 


who can thus aſſemble the collected atten- 
tion of a redeemed mind, devoted to the 


divine will, thoſe have an undoubted right, 
from the higheſt authority, toc all 4 Be 


convocation. 


We can do nothing againſt the truth, 


circumſpect care, over all their words and 


* 


actions, ſee that they do nothing againſt 


, 


but for the truth,” was the language of 
ſome formerly, who had indeed ſanctified 
an acceptable faſt, I muſt deſire that thoſe . 
who, perhaps, cannot be ſo active in pro- 

moting this glorious cauſe among the ſons 
of men, as ſome who are called into more 
eminent ſtations. in the church, may by a a 


es 4 Fl l 
N 1 7 = EY * 2 
* * a 8 4 A . hs - + <4 F . CG "4 I 
F 5 . - 
| 4 | 
* : a : 4 
8 82 Pr 1 . ; 


1288.89 N N ha >< = * 1 C N = 
_ By SES 8 12 72 ry" 1 2 12 N. 
Fe "SIO B we "Ab CON l ee . en * 
n „ re yo Cos Et . r 


8 5 1 n IE. Tu 
n 1 . =P; +; l 
SOL *+MY tho or 
R 
21 von 


LS | ; =p ENG She Fay 
— A | -) 
nt o 2 
5 1 pare I 0G = 28 4 2 Foy - * 
| hy —— 32227272 ͤ· 1 
. S. — — ? —— wy” t 4 . TIS s 3 2 e VA 8 | 
: I Lp x » 2 . 0 * „„ 3 2 J Fee 
= I AO Ng | c 7 rr e ET TER NL CC EO SNEUED 
OE . 
— 1 * 1 # 
5 be 0 


l 
ERS hc 
£2 


"id 


16 ASERMON preathed 


Cull a ſolemn afſembly, gather the people. 


How ſcattered are many of the members 
of this quarter ; ; ſcattered indeed, as. ſheep 
without a ſhepherd; diſperſed up Ind down, 
in the dark vale of inſenſibility, and ſelf. 

W forgetfulneſs ; | 


many upon the barren 
mountains of an empty profeſſion ; loſt” to 


all religious fellowſhip ; unacquainted with 
union, in which is the bond of 
peace, How many are the careleſs I have 


that holy 


met with amongſt you, who, alas! it ma 


be ſaid care for none of theſe things? G, N 
| > Ae elders! Who might have been as pil- 


ars in the Lord's houſe. You delegated 
ſhepherds, who might have adorned the 
firſt ranks in the armies of our Iſrael, if you 


had not ſitten down, and taken vp a reſt 


ſhort of . thoſe glorious abodes, which are 
prepared for them who. ſteadily perſevere in 
the line of divine e. 

the call! is, 


Cather the gere 
An I my. be S keeper 2. Let it ful 


fice for me that I look to myſelf, and that 


my own family is in tolerable order, is a 
language that too much prevails. But Oh! 


that you had the cauſe of God more at 
"PE 7s ; ets 


the Gen. iv. 2 


IS you 


were cut. out 'from every Joy , 


| heatt; that 5 you were more engaged to ga- 
ther the people, that you might, with a 


fatherly care, overlook thoſe whoſe minds 
at preſent reſemble the barren deſart, the 
uncultivated wilderneſs; that you might 
comfort and encourage thoſay hg tread the 
gloomy ſcenes of an adverſe Motment, as it 

and alive to 
every painful ſenſibility. w would it 
comfort many of theſe if an experienced 


friend was now and then to drop intu their 


families, and at times ſpeak a word in the 
openings of Divine Wiſdom, ſuitable: to 
their ſeveral ſtates? I believe it would be a 
great means of gathering the people. Why 
thould your care be circumſcribed within 
the narrow limits of your own families, al- 
though they might be well regulated; but 


you might be more extenſively uſeful if 


thus engaged in the care of the houſhold of 
God : I am perſuaded that the Divine Being 


would be over you, and a bleſſing would at- 
tend your labours. It is not a time for us 


to dwell unconcerned in our ceiled houſes, 


when the houſe of God lies waſte. We have 


many of us the ſame tender connections as 
you: 1 myſelf have the ſame endearing at- 
tachments as ſome of you ;fthe ſame ties of 
domeſtic love, as ſome of you; not leſs at- 
tentive to every relative and ſocial duty, 
than ſome of you: my nature is not harſh; 
my principles much leſs ſo; yet I am made 
. F willing 


. 
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willing to leave all 10 come and labour with | 


you, if ſo be I might be inſtrumental to 


rouſe any to a more arduous purſuit of their 
_ everlaſting intereſt : and I can freely ac- 
knowledge with humble thankfulneſs, that 


I never more fully experienced my peace to 


flow ag a river, neyer could with greater 
joy ſay, Return O my joul! tg the place of 
' thy reſt; for the Lord thy God hath dealt 
 bount 2 with thee, * than when I haye 
been thus engaged, 1 in extenſive private la- 
bours, viſiting the ſick, reviving the ſorrow-. 


ful, encouraging the diſconſolate, ftrength- 


| ening the weak, watching over and care- 
fully admoniſhing the giddy; incautions 


1 9 5 and I doubt not but you would 


have the words of peace in your own boſoms, 
if, as heads of the ſociety, you were more 


often thus N in endeavouring to gar 
ther the 1 


Sandy the congregation, afembl the ohne | 


I have been deeply concerned to ſee ſome 
of the elders ſo deficient in filling the line 
of divine appointment; if they were more 


engaged to aſſemble under the holy influ- 
ence of that power in which they ſhould 
move, they would many of e be e 
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Blow the trumpet im Zion. d 


But I know of no ſtate harder to ſpeaks to, 

more difficult to reach, than that of an 
elder, whoſe mind is overgrown. by the 
n nature. 


0, eart 8 040 end ! hear 1 3 5 
| of the Lord. EET: # | 


Ido not recollect any other inſtance, in 
ſacred writ, where attention is demanded in _. 
a ſimilar manner, O, earth, earth, earth/ '" al 
thus thrice repeated, plainly ſignifying the - 4 
great difficulty there is, in reaching to thoſe, _ 
who, as it were, are buried in the eri 
whoſe minds are fixt in it. . 


7 Gather 72 children. 


"You that have the riſing youth under 
| your care, let me call upon you, let me in- 
treat you to——garher the children. Ga- 
ther them from all the bewitching, enticing! 
allurements of the world; ather their at- 
tention to that of God in their own minds. 
O, how have I ſecretly mourned to ſee the 
poor children ſo ſorrowfully neglected, ſo 
uninſtructed, ſo much 8 from that 
holy, divine Waere which would exceed- 


ingly” 
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—_ ingly beautify and enrich them! but, alas! 
bow few parents are rightly qualified to 
= teach their children the law of divine love, 
co inſtil into their tender minds proper ſen- 
e timents, to cultivate upon them thoſe im- 
pPreſſions that would be of everlaſting ad- 
_— vantage; and if the children, when the gra- 
1 cious viſitation of the Father of mercies 
moves upon their hearts, warming and ani- 
mating them with the love of virtue, raiſing 
o the ſecret ſigh, and begetting deſires after 
—_ heaven and holineſs: I ſay, if the children 
1 ſnould then aſk the negligent parents, what 
is this ſecret ſomething which I feel; this 
rinciple which impreſſes my mind with the 
| fore of virtue? what is it, what value ſhall 
I ſet upon it? How then can you give them 
ſuitable inſtruction ? You cannot teach them 
\ obedience to its ſacred dictates, when your 
own example ſpeaks a language quite oppo- 
. fite. O, why ſhould the ſea-monſter be 
brought againſt you? ' The Jea-mon/ter drau- 
erb forth the breaſt to the young, but the daugh- 
ter of my people is become cruel, as the oftrich 
in the wilderneſs, that leaveth her eggs in the 
= and, to be hatched by the beams of the Jun, 
_— ' and conſidereth not that the foot of the'paſſen- 
= ger may cruſh them. The daughter of my 
= | people hath left her tender offspring to the 
= uncertainty of being accidentally benefited, 
_—— or, I ſhould rather ſay, to the mercy of God, 
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1 „ * Lam, iv. 3. Job xxxix. 14, 15. 


LY 7 vv 
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unde n . to all the ink, | 


rs of a dreary wilderneſs, unaided; 'unaf- 


ſiſted, by the care of a natural parent; izbe 
tongue gf the ſucking child cleaveth, to the 
roof of its mouth for thirft ; the children aff 


bread, and there is none in many families to 


break it; ꝙ they want to be nouriſhed * the 


incere milk of the word: but, mow. 


The daughter of my People” 15 become cruel 


O, you parents! you delega ted ſhepherds! 


What account will you Hae: to give when 


the Lord of the whole earth ariſeth to make 
inquiſition for blood? Bear with me, my 


friends; flattery and ſmooth tales may pleaſe 
fools, but they will not pleaſe him, whom 
I defire_ to ſerve in the goſpel of his ſon. 


All that is within me is moved while I thus 
carneſtly expoſtulate with you, on the be- 
half of the dear children; ſuffer me to 


entreat you for God's ſake, for your own 


truth. 


Gather the e pr , that ft 
3 be Hegi, Se 


Thoſe 1 are filling theke 1 ilk 


World s conſolations, with the intoxicating 
pleaſures - 


Lam. iv. 4 


ſoul's ſake, and for the fake of the cauſe of | 
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16 2 SERMON preached 


pleaſures and amuſements of a degenerate 


age; wean them from theſe delights, ga- 
ther them to the knowledge of themſelves; 
to a ſenſe of the mercies that are offered 
them, by the great Author of mercies, an- 

- cient and new. FFC 


4 


"| inde thy fe, was We ib an 


' thither, the man made his eſcape, —was the 


vain excuſe of the officer, to whoſe cuſtody 


a certain captive was committed, with the 


charge, Take care of this man till I come, and 


if thou let him go, thy. life all go for his 

life.“ No plea of other engagements, - nor 
even want of ability to diſcharge our duty 
towards our offspring, will ſtand us in ſtead, 
if when the Almighty queries with us, 


What haſt thou done with thoſe lambs I 
left under thy care, in the wilderneſs, 


<« thoſe tender offspring I gave thee in 
* charge? we have, thro' neglect, thro- 


unwatchfulneſs, ſuffered him or her to 


go, but we ſhall moſt certainly ſtand ac- 
| I. ſaid want of 


countable for his or her life. 
ability, becauſe I aſſuredly believe, that 
want of ability will be ſo far from a pallia- 
tion of our crime, that it will rather increaſe 
our condemnation. Can we plead want of 
ability to him, who is always ready to fur- 


.Niſh us with it, if we are but willing to re- 
ceive it at his hand? I am of opinion, with 
r reſpect 


* 1 Kings xx, 39, 40. 


— 


at Flums. 17 


reſpect to many of our youth, that if they 


had been properly inſtructed, and carefully 


watched over; if they could have ſeen tlie 
beauty of holineſs ſhine in the example of 


. 


their pargp 


out ſo wi 


red of you. Example your children in the 


pradtice of piety. Example ſpeaks louder 


than precept; its influence is far more. ex- 


tenſive; and while on the one hand, you 
are excited to a faithful diſcharge of your 
duty towards them, by the certain hope of 
a glorious reward; ſo on the other hand, 
the powerful ties of natural affection, the 
warm ſolicitude for the happineſs of thoſe 
you love, muſt ſtit you up to diligence in 


the work and fervice appointed you. 
7 Gather the children. 


If, after yout attentive care has been em- 
ployed for their preſervation; if after the 


forcible voice of example, you have called 

them to the r of holineſs in the 
go, they will turn 
aſide, into the by-ways and crooked paths 


fear of God, they wi 


of ſin and iniquity; they muſt ſtand by 
their own choice. You will have redeemed 


Tue own ſouls, and will be found in your 


lots at the end of time: A ponderous crown 
awaits ; you will cloſe your eyes, and open 
| 8 them 


ts, they would not have gone 
| ly as they have O, you parents 
of both ſexes! an important duty is requi- 
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them 10 the bon WA fruition of unmixed 
Joy, i in a happy eternity. ES | 


We do ſometimes ich U ies 


the unwearied labours of a parent's We be- 


ſtowed without the deſi red effect: is 


mournful to ſee children pierce Wile bit- 
terneſs and anxie 5 the breaſt that has been 
e 


their ſupport in their infantile years; to fill 
that eye with ſorrow that has dropt over 
them the tear of maternal tenderneſs: it is 
a cruel. thing for a child to mingle gall and 
wormwood in the cup of a parent deſcend- 
ing to the grave! Let ſuch be aſſured that 


their own portion of gall and wormwood 


will be doubly increaſed thereby, in the ſo⸗ 


wo lemn hour of juſt retribution. 


But, O, beloved youth! I cet] deſtte re 


that you may never thus widely deviate 


from the paths of redtitude. It is on go 
the hopes of the preſent age muſt ſhortly 
devolve; may. you wiſely chuſe an ea 1 


ſubmiſſion to the holy diſcipline of the cr 


of Chriſt, that you may come up as an ay 
for God. Conſider the uncertainty of th 4 


Nay here: conſider the important buſineſs 
of life, and let the love of every unprofit- 


able delight be ſwallowed up in the arduous 
purſuit of glory, Bonn immortality, and 


F life. 3 


. 4 


at Balis. 725 19 ; 5 


We are ally inftruQed a the . 


eloquent language of mortality. Death in- Y 
vades all ranks, ſaatches thoſe of all 7. 
from the buſy ſtage of life. She who was 


TRE ſurrounded with nuptial j joys, muſt 


to-morrow be confined within the cold en- 


cloſure of the ſilent grave. 


and the bride out of her clo ger. 
Let the young M joyous, and thoſe as. 


are in the bloom N. 


which tends to retard their progreſs towards 
the city of the ſaints ſolemnity: let them 
relinquiſh their moſt exalted ſatisfactions, 
rather than negle& to lay hold on the joys 


Let the * go forth 7 bis [hiding 2 


life leave every thing 


of God's ſalvation, - which are unutterably 


more deſirable than all the ſin-pleaſing gra- 
tifications that this world can beſtow. 


3 


Let the priefts, ho r er of the Lond 


weep between the porch and the altar. 


This ſhould not be confined to thoſe 4 | 


whoſe mouths may be opened publicly' a- 


mongſt you; for it belongs to all thoſe who 
preach to others by the regularity of a god- 


Pl life and converſation. Although we are 
avoured with a living miniſtry of divine 
appointment, who dare not fill the ears of 


men with a -repetition of unfelt truths, nor 
1 . amuſe 


* 


A 


8 


* 
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_ amuſe. them with the unprofitable produc. 
tions of an empty mind, hut are concerned 
ES to diſcharge themſelves faithfully, as ſtew.” 
—_ arcs of thc myſteries of God; yet let them 
—_ be joined by all thoſe that mourn for the 
deſolation of Zion, by all who wiſh peace 
within her walls, and proſperity within her 
palaces. 5 „ 


Let us weep between the porch and the 
altar, ſaying Spare thy People, O Lord! and 

give not thy heritage to' reproach, that the 

' beathen ſhould rule over them : wherefore 
. HPould they Jay among . the people, Where ts 
their God. OT, eb 7 


It we were thus unitedly engaged, in the | 
behalf of our Iſrael, it may be that the Lord al 
will again be jealous over his land, with an MW 0 
holy jealouſy; for I cannot think that a bc 

people whom he has raiſed by his invinci- 0 
ble power, and ſo ſignally placed his name N 
1 amongſt, were ever deſigned to be only the | 
_ . _ tranſient glory of 4. couple of centuries. I | 
=_ amitill revived by a ſecret hope of better WM V 
times, when. our Zion ſhall again put on her. th 
beautiful garments, and in her, and with her, of 
ſhall arife ud as at the fir/t, and coumſellors me 
as at the beginning.“ Let us weep: between 28 
the porch and the altar; let us intercede for to 
the people, that the land may yet be e | cy 


Ila. i. 26, 


The gracious ear of our heavenly Father 
is ſtill open to the ſupplications of his chi- 
dren, and I believe” he will yet be jealous: | 
over his n and pity his Jpn „ chaff 


T * time approaches awkow! the gent: | 
daſber in pieces will more and more come 
up amongſt us; and may all, who are broken 
by him, wait to be healed b by the ariſing of 
his love: 1 ſhall not live to ſee it; but 1 
live in the faith, and I believe I ſhall die in 
the faith, that the Lord of hoſts will yet 
beautify the place of his feet, that our Zion 
will yet become an eternal excellency, and 

Jeruſalem the Fe of the whole carth. 


Let us weep between the porch and the 
altar; for the Lord will yet be jealous 
over his land, and pity his people. The 

bowels of adorable condeſcenſion yet yearns 
cover his children, with all the LORE of 
a father s love? 


Hu fall I give thee up, O Cabal ? 


How hall I make thee as Aumab, and jef " 


thee as Zeboim 2* How ſhall I caſt thee 
off from being a people before me ? By this 
moving and © pathetic language would the 
great Father of the univerſe induce you 
to return to the arms of everlaſting mer- 
cy; and if we who are placed as watchmen | 

| in 
+ Hoſea xi. 8. 
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